                                                    RESOLUTION                              File No. 16-309

WHEREAS, the district attorney’s office is requesting, pursuant to section 56.06(1) of the county general ordinances, permission to apply for additional Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant funding of $140,908 ($112,727 federal funds + $28,181 local match) from the Wisconsin Department of Justice, and to accept the supplemental VOCA grant funding if awarded;

WHEREAS, the district attorney’s office has a longstanding VOCA program that provides funding for some training expenses and the salaries and fringe benefits of 6.0 FTE employees – 3.0 FTE sensitive crime victim advocates in the sensitive crimes unit, 2.0 FTE victim/witness advocates in the crisis response unit, and 1.0 FTE victim witness advocate in the domestic violence unit at the Sojourner Family Justice Center;

WHEREAS, the VOCA grant funds 80 percent of project expenses with a 20 percent local match requirement; 


WHEREAS, the state Justice Department recently announced a competitive round of additional VOCA funding, with an application deadline of May 18, 2016, to provide up to $15 million in additional VOCA funding to enhance services to crime victims in Wisconsin;


WHEREAS, this VOCA grant funding, if awarded, will provide additional funding of $140,908 ($112,727 federal funds + $28,181 local match), from October 1, 2016, to September 30, 2017, consisting of approximately $138,444 for the salary and fringe benefits of two new district attorney positions - a victim/witness advocate in the domestic violence unit, located at the Family Justice Center, and a new sensitive crimes victim advocate in the sensitive crimes unit - and approximately $2,464 in computer equipment for the new positions;

WHEREAS, acceptance of this additional VOCA grant funding, if awarded, will have no tax levy effect because the district attorney’ office will absorb the local match expenses of approximately $7,415 within its 2016 budget and no appropriation of funds is required; 

WHEREAS, The district attorney’s office will ask the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) to include funding for the 2017 portion of this VOCA project in the district attorney’s 2017 operating budget; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and approves the district attorney’s request, pursuant to section 56.06(1) of the county general ordinances, to apply for additional Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant funding of $140,908 ($112,727 federal funds + $28,181 local match) from the Wisconsin Department of Justice and to accept the additional VOCA grant funding if awarded.
