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Daniel Grambow

Location:

Submitted At: 3:04pm 01-29-26

Thank you to the members of the Cultural, Artistic and Musical Programming Advisory Council for the care and
thought you are bringing to the discussion of CAMPAC's future direction. The willingness to examine structural
guestions and consider alternative funding models particularly in response to community survey data, is both
timely and important.

I submit this comment in my capacity as Director of Development and Advocacy at the Florentine Opera of
Milwaukee, an organization with a longstanding partnership with Milwaukee County dating back to the founding of
the Italian Opera Chorus in 1933, which was made possible through the support of county cultural programs.

As a cultural leader working within Milwaukee County's arts ecosystem, | would like to ask whether there has
been discussion, either within CAMPAC or in partnership with other County entities, about advancing a fully
developed Cultural Plan for Milwaukee County.

Previous cultural planning efforts in the early 2010s included recommendations to further develop a
comprehensive countywide cultural plan. At this moment of reflection and recalibration for CAMPAC, | believe
such a plan could serve as a valuable framework for informing future funding allocations. A Cultural Plan that
meaningfully maps the cultural landscape of Milwaukee County--across disciplines, geographies, communities,
and scales of organizations--and that tracks cultural participation in a comprehensive way could help ensure that
limited public resources are deployed as strategically, equitably, and sustainably as possible.

It is well understood that Milwaukee County and the State of Wisconsin are experiencing historic lows in terms of
public investment in arts, culture and nature programming. While that reality presents significant challenges, it
also underscores the importance of shared data, long-range planning, and coordinated vision. Establishing or



revisiting a countywide Cultural Plan could be a critical tool not only for CAMPAC, but for policymakers, cultural
organizations, and community stakeholders working collectively to sustain and strengthen this vital ecosystem.

| offer this comment in the spirit of partnership and long-term stewardship, and | appreciate the Council's
leadership in considering how CAMPAC can best serve Milwaukee County now and in the years ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel James Grambow

Director of Development and Advocacy
Florentine Opera



