
 
   

 
 
 

Date:   18 November 2011 
 
To:   Supervisor Lee Holloway, County Board Chairman 
 
From:  Ellen Censky, Ph.D., Senior Vice President/Academic Dean, Milwaukee Public Museum 

censky@mpm.edu, 414‐278‐2786 
 
Subject:   Approval to deaccession and repatriate Native American artifacts in accordance with 

the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 25 U.S.C. 3001 
 
 
The Milwaukee Public Museum has received a formal request to repatriate items from the 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians.  All explanatory materials regarding these two 
requests are attached. 
 
All necessary investigation has been done on these requests to confirm that the material falls 
within the guidelines of what may be repatriated in accordance with the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 25 U.S.C. 3001. 
 
This repatriation and deaccession request has been approved by all the required staff at the 
Milwaukee Public Museum and was approved by the MPM Board of Directors at the November 
17th, 2011 meeting.  As policy states, we are now requesting approval for repatriation and 
permission to deaccession from the Milwaukee County Board and would like these items to be 
presented at the next possible Milwaukee County Parks, Energy & Environment Committee for 
initial approval.   
 
Fiscal note 
The resolution has no fiscal impact. 
 
Upon these final approvals, please indicate the date approved and return these signed 
documents to: 

Claudia Jacobson 
Registrar 
Milwaukee Public Museum 
800 W. Wells Street 
Milwaukee, WI 52213 

 
c:   County Executive Chris Able 
       Supervisor Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy and Environment 
      Terrance Cooley, Chief of Staff, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors 
       Linda Durham, Parks Committee Clerk 



 

Prepared by Ellen J. Censky, Ph.D., Senior Vice President/Academic Dean, Milwaukee Public 
Museum. 
 

Resolution to Milwaukee County Board for Repatriation of Items to Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians. 
 
 

 
A Resolution 

 
Repatriation of Native American Artifacts 

 
WHEREAS Milwaukee Public Museum, Inc. (the “Corporation”) has entered into an agreement 
with Milwaukee County (the “County”) to manage and operate a natural history museum, known 
as the Milwaukee Public Museum; and  
 
 WHEREAS one of the principle responsibilities of the Corporation is to manage the County’s 
collection in accordance with all applicable state and federal laws, and adopted standards of 
national and international museum organizations; and  
 
WHEREAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act 25 U.S.C. 3001, the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians have formally requested 
artifacts contained within the collection for repatriation and return to their tenancy of origin; and  
 
WHEREAS Corporation staff has determined the items fall within the federal guidelines for 
repatriation and the Corporation board of directors approved the deaccessioning of these items 
at their November 17, 2011 meeting. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED Milwaukee County approves the 
deaccessioning of the requested items by the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians in 
accordance with federal law. 
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