By Supervisor Logsdon							      File No. 22-660


A RESOLUTION

Appropriating $420,000 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to Capital Project WO55801 – Fleet General Equipment-2022 for the Department of Transportation, Fleet Management Division, to purchase an asphalt paver, thereby working toward reducing taxpayer costs relating to road reconstruction and maintenance


	WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors created the American Rescue Plan Act Task Force “to review funding recommendations for the use of ARPA monies and to utilize a process that engages broad and diverse input from the community to develop non-binding recommendations to the County Board” after the United States Congress passed the Federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (File No. 21-555); and 

	WHEREAS, asphalt paving machines are used to lay bitumen, or blacktop, across roads and other surfaces, enabling the paving of entire roads versus patching cracks and potholes in roads; and

	WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) does not own an asphalt paving machine and MCDOT reports it must subsequently contract with private companies who charge a 101 percent markup, doubling the cost to Milwaukee County taxpayers; and

	WHEREAS, high inflationary construction costs have been a concern even prior to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics announcing in March 2022 in USDL-22-0619 that the year over year consumer price index inflationary rate was 8.5 percent; as the Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau notes in its 2021 Informational Paper 37: 

Although the general rate of inflation over the [last five and ten years] has been low by historical standards [mostly below 2 percent], state highway construction inflation averaged 3.9% during the most recent 10-year period and 3.2% over the most recent five-year period. These construction costs, which are a significant draw on the transportation fund, are increasing more rapidly than the primary tax and fee structures that support it.

; and

	WHEREAS, should MCDDOT acquire an asphalt paver, the machine could be used for paving County-controlled roads, the County Parks, and the Milwaukee County Zoo; and

	WHEREAS, as many Milwaukee County municipalities do not possess an asphalt paver, MCDOT could lease its use to the 19 municipalities lower than the commercial rate, simultaneously providing value to County and municipal taxpayers and aiding in cost recovery of the paver to the County; and

WHEREAS, as the State of Wisconsin has imposed a structural deficit on the local government finance structure of Milwaukee County and local governments across Wisconsin, having revenues rise much slower than the cost to continue services (File Nos. 18-944, 19-161, & 22-457), the procurement of an asphalt paver would aid continuing the County services residents deserve and expect; and

	WHEREAS, according to the Department of Transportation, Fleet Management Director, the purchase of an asphalt paver will require staff training and a future purchase of a $200,000 seven-ton asphalt roller and a $50,000 truck-mounted tack distribution system which the Director of Transportation is working to place on the Fleet Management Division’s five-year capital project plan; and

	WHEREAS, according to the Department of Transportation, Highway Division Director, purchase of an asphalt paver would allow the Department to begin training and building up institutional knowledge prior to purchasing the remaining equipment; and according to the Director of Transportation, the Department is working toward developing a plan to make the Department of Transportation a more competitively paid workplace, easing employee hiring and retention; and

	WHEREAS, the purchase of an asphalt paver would assist the Department of Transportation in enhancing its internal resources bring immense value to County and municipal taxpayers; now, therefore,

	BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby appropriates $420,000 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars to Capital Project WO55801 – Fleet General Equipment-2022 for the Department of Transportation, Fleet Management Division, to procure an asphalt paver; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County American Rescue Plan Act Task Force is hereby requested to review the request for ARPA funds and provide a recommendation to the County Board of Supervisors prior to final adoption of this resolution.
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