File No. RES 11-749
(ITEM           )  A resolution by Supervisors Romo West, Harris, Jursik, Mayo, and Biddle supporting the use of Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners in Milwaukee County hospitals, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, according to the International Association of Forensic Nurses, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs) are registered nurses who have completed specialized education and clinical preparation in the medical forensic care of patients who have experienced sexual assault or abuse; and


WHEREAS, SANEs are experts in history taking, physical/emotional assessment, collection and management of forensic evidence, as well as the recognition and documentation of trauma response and injury; and


WHEREAS, in many cases, SANEs provide emotional and social support during the medical forensic examination and testimony which may be required in the judicial system; and


WHEREAS, according to a recent petition circulated on the website change.org, only two hospitals (Aurora Mount Sinai and Aurora West Allis) currently staff round-the-clock SANEs, while Children’s Hospital staffs SANE personnel, but not overnight; and


WHEREAS, nationally 60 percent of sexual assault victims do not report their assault; and

WHEREAS, seeking medical treatment following a sexual assault is traumatic and patients should have access to the highly specialized care SANEs provide no matter which hospital they go to in Milwaukee County; and

WHEREAS, better communication, increased training opportunities for personnel interested in this specialty, and the coordination of service between hospitals in Milwaukee County could go a long way to ensure victims are able to access the important services offered by SANEs without having to transport themselves to another facility; and

WHEREAS, the Medical Society of Milwaukee County is an organization of physicians that provides leadership and advocacy in response to the needs of its members and the community by collaboration with others to improve the overall health status of the community; and

WHEREAS, one of the areas of focus for the Medical Society is to serve as a neutral convener to focus physician and health system attention on issues of patient safety and community health and support interventions and measures of improvement; and

WHEREAS, the Medical Society’s Emergency Medical Services Committee is advisory to area hospitals and physicians concerned with emergency patient care; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors supports the use of Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs) and encourages the fostering of partnerships between hospitals in Milwaukee County, including, but not limited to, training and service coordination, to ensure victims of sexual assault receive the best care and support possible; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors encourages the Medical Society of Milwaukee County, through its Emergency Medical Services Committee, to consider incorporating the coordination of SANE services among hospitals in Milwaukee County into its community advocacy platform; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Clerk shall forward a copy of this resolution to the Medical Society of Milwaukee County.
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