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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
Inter-Office Communication


Date:		December 9, 2021

To:		Marcelia Nicholson, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	Chantell Jewell, Superintendent, House of Corrections

[bookmark: _Hlk85179656]Subject:	Report from the Superintendent, House of Corrections, requesting passive review authorization to increase a purchase of service contract with Render by $52,600 from December 1, 2021 through June 1, 2022


File Type:	Passive Review
_____________________________________________________________________

REQUEST

The HOC is requesting passive review authorization to amend a 2021 purchase of service contract with Render by $52,600 from December 1, 2021 through June 1, 2022.  The aggregate value of the contract would increase from $99,000 to $151,600.

POLICY

Per Wisconsin Statutes, the Director of DHHS is requesting passive review authorization for this contract.

	Wisconsin State Statutes:
	59.52(31)



BACKGROUND

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the health and safety of those in our care at high risk congregate facilities (House of Corrections, Milwaukee County Jail, Youth Detention) has been paramount.  As COVID-19 vaccines had become available to adults this year, a need had been identified to work with those in our care to educate them about the vaccine and work with staff at these facilities to facilitate vaccination.  Increasing the rate of vaccination among these residents was and continues to be paramount to preventing the spread and effects of the COVID-19 disease.

Render was selected to do such work for the County in spring of 2021, with a contract of $99,000 to devise and execute key opinion leader-based strategies within these high risk facilities.  Render’s work throughout the summer and into the fall, along with diligence by staff and the healthcare vendor Wellpath, had a significant effect on vaccination rates of residents in these facilities.

While a significant number of HOC and MCJ residents are vaccinated and have been educated through these efforts, there is a natural turnover of residents in these facilities, and therefore the work of vaccine education is never complete.  Furthermore, the CDC recommendation of boosters for adults creates an additional educational opportunity, which will help prevent incidence and spread of COVID-19 among residents.

With the support of HOC and MCJ leaders, along with the Wellpath healthcare vendor in these facilities, there is a proposal to continue Render’s work for the next 6 months, with a contract value of $52,600 – with some additional specifications based on learnings from the past 9 months.

Approval of this contract amendment would allow the County to continue to provide important COVID-19 vaccination education to residents of its high risk congregate facilities without disruption.

ALIGNMENT TO STRATEGIC PLAN

This item is aligned with Milwaukee County’s strategic plan to address racial inequities by investing “upstream” to deliver education on COVID-19 vaccination to those in our care at high risk congregate facilities.

RECOMMENDATION

This purchase of service contract is being submitted for passive review. 

FISCAL EFFECT

This contract is being funded by CARES Act stimulus funds set aside for COVID-related expenses.  The HOC will establish an appropriation fund transfer to increase expenditures and revenue to adjust its budget. A fiscal note is attached. 

TERMS

This contract amendment is effective December 1, 2021 to June 1, 2022. 

VIRTUAL MEETING INVITES

Steve.Gorodetskiy@milwaukeecountywi.gov
David.Rugaber@milwaukeecountywi.gov
michael.bickerstaff@milwaukeecountywi.gov

PREPARED BY:

Steve Gorodetskiy, temporarily assigned: internal COVID coordinator for Milwaukee Co.

APPROVED BY:

Chantell Jewell

Chantell Jewell, Superintendent, House of Corrections


ATTACHMENTS:

Fiscal note for the Render contract


cc:	County Executive David Crowley 
Sup. Jason Haas, Chair, Finance Committee
Mary Jo Meyers, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office 
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
Steve Cady, Research and Policy Director – Comptroller’s Office
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
Lottie Maxwell-Mitchell, Research & Policy Analyst, Comptroller’s Office
