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Date:		November 27, 2012					

To:		Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:		James Keegan, Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Donation of Land Adjacent to the Menomonee River Parkway – ACTION

ISSUE
The Interim Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is requesting authorization to accept the donation of approximately 2.6 acres of land adjacent to the Menomonee River Parkway for addition to the Park System.

BACKGROUND
In Fall of 2012 Don Pionek, the Representative for Steven and Mayda Peckham contacted County Supervisor Deanna Alexander and County staff to discuss the possible purchase of approximately 2.6 acres of land owned by the Peckham’s. This property is located at 12040 W. Appleton Avenue in the City of Milwaukee. Subsequent to these discussions the Peckham’s sent correspondence (see Exhibit A) to the DPRC offering to donate this land for addition to the Park System. The property directly abuts the Menomonee River Parkway along the east bank of the river, north of Appleton Avenue, just east of the County Line (see Exhibit B). This tract of undeveloped land is comprised mostly of wetland and low woodlands along the flood plain.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Parks Department has undertaken several steps to evaluate the appropriateness of adding this property to the Park System.  Planning and Development staff have reviewed the property and its attributes and evaluated its significance related to the adopted Park and Open Space Plan for Milwaukee County and other established plans and goals.  Staff from the Parks Department and the Department of Administrative Services – Environmental Services has walked the site to evaluate the natural resources and look for any signs of potential environmental contamination or concern.  The site is relatively undisturbed and appears to have had no previous development. The conclusion of this inspection was that there are no apparent environmental problems existing on the site and that further investigations are not warranted at this time.

To assist in the evaluation of this site the Parks Department requested that the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) perform an evaluation of the property for environmental and recreational significance.  SEWRPC staff has performed its investigation of the site and it concluded that the subject parcel would be a meaningful addition to the existing County park system and adjacent Primary Environmental Corridor. They recommended that the DPRC proceed to seek authorization to accept the proposed land donation. The Parks Department feels that this property would provide an excellent addition to the park system in terms of connectivity potential and open space and natural resource preservation.  


RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture respectfully recommends that the DPRC be authorized to accept the donation of the 2.6 acre property located at 12040 W. Appleton Avenue from Steven and Mayda Peckham. It is further recommended that appropriate County staff be authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record and/or implement the required documents or perform actions to facilitate the acquisition of this property

Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect, Planning and Development Section - DPRC

Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	James Keegan, Interim Parks Director







Cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Supervisor, Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supervisor, Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supervisor Deanna Alexander, District 18
Vince Masterson, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
Steven and Mayda Peckham
Don Pionek
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