Mr. Lee Holloway, Chairman

Milwaukee County board of Supervisors

December 17, 2009

Page Two


[image: image1.wmf]
In this Section 1983 lawsuit, Christopher Lewis alleged that several deputies acted improperly and failed to protect him from another inmate who threw “dashing material” (feces, urine and saliva) on him.  In June 2008, Lewis claimed that deputies received a note stating that inmate Raynell Jordan had dashing material.  Lewis further alleged that the deputies failed to find the dashing material, which was later sprayed on him by Jordan.  Mr. Lewis also alleged that Deputy Kordus retaliated against him by filing a false report against him, causing him to be placed in discipline status in prison.  

Mr. Lewis filed this lawsuit against Sheriff Clarke, several deputies, and correctional officers.  Judge Stadtmueller granted most aspects of my Motion for Summary Judgment with the exception of the retaliation claim against the deputy whom Lewis claimed filed false reports.  In September of 2010, the judge ordered mediation.  The judge also appointed an attorney, T. Wickham Schmidt, to represent Mr. Lewis at the mediation.  On February 9, 2011, the mediation took place before Magistrate Judge Patricia Gorence.  The plaintiff’s initial demand was $25,000.00, and our initial offer was $250.00.  After a lengthy mediation, the case settled for $2,000.00.

The Office of Corporation Counsel believes this settlement is appropriate in light of the costs of proceeding to trial and the risk of receiving an adverse verdict.  Deputy Kordus, the main defendant for the retaliation claim, no longer works for the Office of the Sheriff.  Several years ago she took a position with the U.S. Border Patrol and has been very difficult to reach.

Milwaukee County’s insurance company also is in agreement with the settlement.  The insurance company gave me authority up to $2,500.00 to settle the case, but was pleased that the settlement amount was less than the authority.

Please refer this matter to the Judiciary Committee to be placed on the agenda for its next meeting.  At that time, Corporation Counsel will request that the committee recommend to the County Board that Christopher Lewis be paid $2,000.00 to settle in full his claim.  Thank you.
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