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[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:		February 25, 2014			

To:		Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Grant a Flooding Easement to the City of Milwaukee – ACTION 

POLICY
The Parks Director is seeking authorization to grant a Flooding Easement to the City of Milwaukee to facilitate the rehabilitation of the S. 1st Street Bridge over the Kinnickinnic River.

BACKGROUND
In 2014 the City of Milwaukee (City) will be rehabilitating its bridge that traverses the Kinnickinnic River on S. 1st Street. This bridge is located just south of Lincoln Avenue adjacent to Milwaukee County’s Baran Park. The project includes rehabilitation of the piers and pilings supporting the bridge by encapsulating them with an epoxy and fiberglass wrap. The proposed design will increase the diameter of the pilings by 0.2 inches. The small increase in the diameter of the piles can cause the one-percent-annual-probability flood stage elevation in one location upstream of the bridge to increase by 0.01 feet. 

Chapter NR 116 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code does not permit such an increase unless appropriate legal arrangements are made with all affected municipalities. The City has requested that Milwaukee County grant it a Flooding Easement to allow the small increase in flood elevation in Baran Park.  Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture and Department of Administrative Services – Architecture, Engineering and Environmental Services staff have reviewed the hydraulic analysis, the plans, and draft Easement and determined that the request is reasonable and granting the easement should have no significant impacts to the park.

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture and appropriate Milwaukee County staff be authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record and/or implement the required documents or perform actions to facilitate granting the Flooding Easement to the City of Milwaukee.  It is further recommended that that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute any required documents.

Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect, DPRC, Planning & Development


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director






Attachment A – Air Photo
Attachment B – Location Map
Attachment C – Draft Easement
Attachment D – Letter from SEWRPC


copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Supervisor Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee 
Supervisor Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
	Jonathan Thomas, City of Milwaukee - Structures
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