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Date:

May 31, 2011
To:

Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
Mitchell Park and Horticultural Conservatory Master Plan – INFORMATIONAL

ISSUE

Revisions to the adopted 2000 Mitchell Park and Horticultural Conservatory Master Plan.
Background

In January 2001 the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors (County Board) adopted Resolution No. 00-714 approving the Mitchell Park and Horticultural Conservatory Master Plan (Master Plan), which was developed by the architectural firm Engberg Anderson.  This resolution authorized the Director of the Milwaukee County Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) to pursue potential funding sources, agreements, partnerships and other avenues to facilitate actual implementation of the Master Plan.  Acceptance of such funding agreements, partnerships or other avenues is subject to review and approval of the Milwaukee County Executive and County Board.  Although DPRC has not been able to fully implement the entire Master Plan due to funding constraints, DPRC has effected several improvements greatly enhancing Mitchell Park and the Conservatory.
In 2008, the Zilber Family Foundation (ZFF) announced a $50 million commitment to improve the quality of life in Milwaukee neighborhoods, starting with Clarke Square, and including Mitchell Park.  As part of ZFF’s “Clarke Square Quality of Life Plan” (please see attached), a comprehensive study of Mitchell Park is to be conducted on how to design the park to meet the needs of an active, competitive sports community and support the emerging neighborhood interest in urban gardens.  The plan is meant to provide guidance on using open space for planting gardens and creating playing fields for organized football, soccer, and basketball, as well as creating spaces for other sports and your-round family recreation.  Because Mitchell Park plays such an integral role in the Clarke Square Quality of Life Plan, the architectural firm of Epstein Uhen has been engaged to update the previously approved Master Plan.

DPRC expects to return in the July cycle to present to the committee in greater detail the elements of the updated Master Plan and request the plan be adopted by the County Board.
Recommendation

No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: Paul Kuglitsch, Contract Services Officer

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	James Keegan, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Attachment:  Clark Square Quality of Life Plan
Cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

George Aldrich, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Joe Sanfelippo, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Sarah Jankowski, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Linda Durham, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board
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