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Date:		March 25, 2015

To:	Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to Apply for Various Grants: State of Wisconsin Stewardship Program; State of Wisconsin Recreational Boating Facilities Program; Fund for Lake Michigan Program; Sustain Our Great Lakes Program Grants – ACTION


POLICY 
The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is requesting authorization to apply for one or more State of Wisconsin Stewardship Program, State of Wisconsin Recreational Boating Facilities Program, Fund for Lake Michigan Program, and/or Sustain Our Great Lakes Program grants.

BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _GoBack]The DPRC has identified several programs that provide funding assistance for assets and activities that support its mission “to sustain the legacy of our world-class park system by managing and conserving natural, cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of the community.” In the coming months the DPRC intends to apply for funding from the programs that present the best fit with its needs and its existing financial resources. The funding opportunities the DPRC could potentially apply for are described in the following paragraphs. 

The State of Wisconsin Stewardship Program is designed to facilitate and promote “nature-based outdoor recreation” which is defined as hunting, trapping, fishing, hiking, cross country skiing, and other activities where the primary focus or purpose is the appreciation or enjoyment of nature.  Other activities may include, but are not limited to, bicycling, wildlife or nature observation, camping, nature study, picnicking, canoeing and multi-use trail activities. 

Support facilities that enhance nature-based outdoor recreation and/or improve disabled accessibility are also eligible for Stewardship funding.  Examples of such enhancements include access roads, parking areas, camping facilities, habitat restoration, utility and sanitation systems, and interpretive items. Other eligible activities include habitat restoration projects that serve public recreation or resource conservation purposes, including river riparian buffer rehabilitation-establishment of native vegetation and control exotic species, and shoreland enhancements and shoreline stabilization as part of an overall urban rivers recreation project.  

The Stewardship Program is administered by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) and encompasses the following programs/funding sources:  
· Aids for the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks 
· Urban Green Space
· Urban Rivers 
· Acquisition of Development Rights 
· Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund
· Federal Recreational Trails Act

Stewardship Program funds are provided on a 1:1 state-local cost-share basis. 

The Recreational Boating Facilities Program encourages the development of recreational boating facilities and related activities by providing state cost sharing assistance to governmental units and qualified lake associations. The source of the funds for this purpose is a portion of a formula driven transfer of excise tax on gasoline consumed for marine purposes. The program is administered by the WDNR and supervised by the Wisconsin Waterways Commission.

Eligible projects include feasibility studies, engineering studies, construction projects such as ramps, boarding docks, and bulkheads, dredging, and boating support facilities. Grants are awarded on a 1:1 state-local cost-share basis.

The mission of the Fund for Lake Michigan is to support efforts, and in particular those in southeastern Wisconsin, that enhance the health of Lake Michigan, and its shoreline and tributary river systems, for the benefit of the people, plants and animals that depend upon the system for water, recreation and commerce. Grant making in 2015 will focus on southeastern Wisconsin, with a preference for projects that: 

· Enhance the ecological health of near shore and coastal areas and the rivers of southeastern Wisconsin through habitat preservation and restoration. 
· Improve the quality of the water flowing into Lake Michigan by reducing pollutants including toxins and nutrients such as phosphorus. 

Priority will be given to on-the-ground projects that have near-term (1-2 years), direct and quantifiable impacts on the priorities listed above, including protecting critical natural habitats and making water resources more swimmable, fishable and drinkable. 
There is no matching requirement for these grants, although special consideration will be given to projects that leverage the significant public and private investments of other key Lake Michigan and Great Lakes donors.

The goal of the Sustain Our Great Lakes Program to restore and enhance habitat in the Great Lakes basin. The program will award grants for on-the-ground habitat improvements, with a focus on improving the quality and connectivity of streams, riparian zones and coastal wetlands. Approximately $5–7 million is expected to be available for grant awards in 2015. The program is administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) with funding and other support from ArcelorMittal, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

In 2015, grant funding will be awarded in two categories:
· Stream and Riparian Restoration
· Coastal Wetland Restoration
The ratio of matching contributions offered to grant funding requested is one criterion considered during the review process, and projects that meet or exceed a 1:1 match ratio will be more competitive.

RECOMMENDATION
The Director of the DPRC recommends that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture be authorized to apply for one or more Stewardship Program, Recreational Boating Facilities Program, Fund for Lake Michigan Program, and/or Sustain Our Great Lakes Program grants.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist

Recommended by:					Approved by:


												
Laura Schloesser, Chief of				John Dargle, Jr., Director
Administration & External Affairs


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup.  Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Dan Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Coordinator
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research & Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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