By Supervisor Nicholson							       File No. 20-524


A RESOLUTION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Celebrating the contributions of Frederick Law Olmsted to Milwaukee County and Washington Park and renaming the portion of Washington Boulevard in Washington Park to Olmsted Way


WHEREAS, the father of American landscape architecture, Frederick Law Olmsted, was a renowned landscape architect known for promoting democracy through his designing of urban parks, including Central Park in New York City; and

WHEREAS, Olmsted was a leading abolitionist whose journalism about “The Cotton Kingdom” documented the horrors of slavery in the Antebellum South; and

WHEREAS, Olmsted designed the “Grand Necklace of Parks” in Milwaukee County, including Washington Park, Lake Park, Riverside Park, and East Newberry Boulevard, linking Lake and Riverside Parks; and

WHEREAS, Olmsted’s envisioning for Milwaukee’s Lakefront included a “Shore Drive”, which became Lincoln Memorial Drive, and a road to connect the lake and the bluff, which became Ravine Road; and

WHEREAS, Olmsted inspired future landscape architecture and planning in Milwaukee County, including Charles B. Whitnall’s vision for parks and parkways and Milwaukee’s greenway boulevards; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park embodies classic Olmsted elements, such as naturalistic vistas, curvilinear pathways, and a picturesque lagoon; and

WHEREAS, 120 years ago, in 1900, West Park was renamed Washington Park and was acquired by Milwaukee County from the City of Milwaukee in 1937; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park has historically been a multi-use space with facilities constructed for outdoor performances, athletic fields, lawn tennis courts, boating, ice skating, a six-hole golf course, a horse racing track, and a toboggan slide; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park was also home to the Milwaukee Zoo prior to the construction of the current Milwaukee County Zoo; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park contains a major senior citizen center, operated by the Milwaukee County Department on Aging; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County adopted File No. 19-227 in April of 2019, leasing certain land and the boathouse at Washington Park to the Urban Ecology Center to increase programming related to education, land conservation and stewardship, and community programs serving the park and its neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park is beloved by both residents living nearby and throughout the Milwaukee County community; and

WHEREAS, Washington Park is an essential part of the “Grand Necklace of Parks” in Milwaukee County and a crucial piece of Frederick Law Olmsted’s vision and legacy; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County honors Frederick Law Olmsted’s contributions to the Milwaukee County Parks System through naming a street in his memory; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County respects and reveres the influence and legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted in its parks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby requests that the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture change the name of the portion of Washington Boulevard in Washington Park to Olmsted Way; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the section of Washington Boulevard to be renamed to Olmsted Way is contained to the approximately half-mile section within Washington Park between West Vliet Street and North 47th Street; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture is authorized to perform any steps necessary to implement the change, including updating signage in and around the park to reflect the new name. 
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