
File No. 12-252
(ITEM NO.       )  From the Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture requesting authorization to amend Milwaukee County’s 2006 lease agreement with Hunger Task Force, Inc. to provide for Hunger Task Force assuming operational control of the Fish Hatchery’s daily operations on a long term basis, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, in 2006 Milwaukee County entered into a long-term lease agreement (Lease) with Hunger Task Force, Inc. (HTF) permitting HTF to farm agricultural land adjacent to and surrounding Milwaukee County’s Fish Hatchery; and

WHEREAS, as part of the Lease, HTF operates a warehouse and greenhouse, and distributes annually a minimum of 200,000 pounds of produce harvested at the farm to Milwaukee County food pantries, homeless shelters and soup kitchens; and

WHEREAS, the harvested food also supports HTF’s stock box program, which provides pre-packaged boxes of supplemental foods to low-income seniors; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, to further its mission and to create a model farm that becomes accessible to the public for educational purposes, volunteering and tours, HTF expressed an interest is assuming operational control of the Fish Hatchery; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County’s 2012 adopted operating budget provides that DPRC lead a workgroup, comprised of representatives from the Department of Administrative Services, Real Estate Staff, Corporation Counsel, Office of the Sheriff and County Board Staff, to enter into discussions with HTF on the specifics of a lease arrangement beneficial to HTF and Milwaukee County, whereby HTF would assume operational control of the Fish Hatchery; and

WHEREAS, the proposed lease is to address all components of operating the Farm and Fish Hatchery including, but not limited to, staffing, land utilization, commodity distribution and building maintenance and repair; and

WHEREAS, the proposed lease is also to address early termination clauses by either party in the event that should need to occur; and

WHEREAS, DPRC has met on several occasions with HTF to negotiate an amendment to the 2006 Lease; and

WHEREAS, the negotiations have addressed each of the items required in the 2012 budget language; and

WHEREAS, the DPRC led workgroup has reached a consensus on the terms and conditions of the amendment (attached); and 

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County will continue to receive the past tangible benefits produced at the Farm and Fish Hatchery, specifically pumpkins, fire wood, and fish; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture is hereby authorized to amend Milwaukee County’s 2006 lease agreement with Hunger Task Force, Inc. to provide for Hunger Task Force assuming operational control of the Fish Hatchery’s daily operations on a long term basis.
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