By Supervisor Biddle 
Journal,


File No. 11-

A RESOLUTION

Providing for advisory referendum on the April 3, 2012 election ballot to inquire of Milwaukee County residents whether elected County officials should be permitted to hold employment beyond their elected role.  
WHEREAS, prior to 1992, the majority of County Board Supervisors drew full salary and Milwaukee County benefits, while holding other employment and serving their constituents as part-time representatives; and
WHEREAS, in 1992 a wave of candidates for County Supervisory positions ran with a pledge to serve as “full-time” County Supervisors, many of whom were elected that year; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Milwaukee County, as taxpayers and, in essence, the employers of their elected representatives, have a reasonable expectation that the people they elect to serve them should be available, accessible, and attentive, and that those officials should work to represent the interests of their constituents above all other interests, with the exception of faith and family; and 
WHEREAS, Supervisors or other elected officials who have employment or other outside interests that detract from their sworn duties to faithfully discharge the duties of their position are doing a disservice to citizens and taxpayers who have elected them; and 
WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is a $1.3 billion organization whose Directors and Board have oversight of property tax proceeds levied on property owners of approximately $269,000,000, with a myriad of policy and service issues that require the full-time attention of all elected officers; and
WHEREAS, it is appropriate to inquire of the citizens of Milwaukee County whether they accept part-time representation and a reduced level of service from an elected official who draws salary equivalent to full-time pay and receives health benefits and a pension; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, as follows:


Section 1.  Referendum Election.  The County Clerk is hereby directed to call an advisory referendum election to be held at the regularly scheduled election to be held on April 3, 2012, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the county the proposition of whether an elected County official whose position is compensated at a level commensurate with full-time employment should be permitted to hold outside employment or other outside interests, beyond faith and family, in excess of 20 hours per week.

Section 2.  Official Referendum Ballot Form.  The ballot to be used at the referendum election shall be prepared in accordance with the provision of Sections 5.64(2) and 7.08 (1)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The ballot shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.
EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT

APRIL 3, 2012

If you desire to vote on the question, mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “YES”  if  in favor of the question or  mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “NO”  if opposed to  the question.

ADVISORY REFERENDUM
Shall an elected County official whose position is compensated at a level commensurate with full-time employment, including pension and health benefits, be permitted to hold outside employment or other outside interests, beyond faith and family, in excess of 20 hours per week while taxpayers and constituents suffer from lack of services and representation?



YES  






NO  

