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Date:
July 1, 2013

To: 
Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:
John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation Offer to Purchase Land in Currie Park – ACTION 
ISSUE
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authority to negotiate and undertake real estate transactions impacting Currie Park associated with the State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) reconstruction of the Capitol Drive intersection with Hwy 100.

Background
WisDOT is proposing to construct a right turn lane for east-bound traffic on Capitol Drive at the intersection with Hwy 100 in order to improve Capitol Drive traffic flow.  The proposed new traffic lane will require 0.461 acres of land that is currently part of Currie Park.  Furthermore, WisDOT will require temporary access to 0.079 acres of additional Currie Park land as a part of the construction of the right turn lane.  See Attachment A for a graphic depiction of the lands required for the proposed road improvements.  

The subject Currie Park lands are not programmed for active use.  However, a vegetative buffer between Capitol Drive and the Currie Park Dog Exercise Area and the Currie Park service yard will have to be removed to allow construction to take place.  The DPRC will request that all vegetation be replaced once the lane work has been completed.  In addition, the DPRC will request that WisDOT improve the access drive to the parking lot serving the Currie Park Dog Exercise Area, bringing it up to current WisDOT standards.

WisDOT has initiated negotiations for the acquisition of the property and property interests needed for the project through an April 4, 2013 correspondence submitted to the Milwaukee County Office of the County Clerk (see Attachment B).  According to that correspondence, the 0.461 acres of Fee Simple land has an appraised value of $172,700, while the 0.079 acres of Temporary Limited Easement has a value of $1,674.  In addition, WisDOT has given the necessary park sign removal and relocation a “Cost to Cure” value of $3,828.  Total proposed WisDOT remuneration to Milwaukee County for the project is $178,202.

Recommendation
The Parks Director respectfully recommends that DPRC, Department of Administrative Services, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, execute and record all documents and perform all actions required to transfer Currie Park property rights and a temporary limited easement to State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation.  It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute all easements and required documents related to the WisDOT Capitol Drive turning lane proposal.
Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect and Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist/DPRC
Recommended by:



Approved by:
	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration & External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director


Attachment A – Property Description/Aerial Photo

Attachment B – April 4, 2013 Offer to Purchase
Cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Kalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. David Cullen, District 15
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board


James Keegan, Chief of Planning and Development


Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller

Michael E Hirsch, Real Estate Specialist, WI Division of Transportation System Development
[image: image2.jpg]ADDRESS PHONE/FAX g EMAIL WEBSITE
9480 Watertown Plank Road ph: 414 / 257 PARK (7275) parks@milwcnty.com cou ntypa rks.com
Wauwatosa, WI 53226-3560 fax: 414/ 257 6466





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]