
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE


INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE:

May 16, 2012

TO:

Marina Dimitrijevic, Milwaukee County Board Chairwoman 

FROM:
Frank Busalacchi, Director, Department of Transportation

SUBJECT:
Offer from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) to acquire the needed property interests from Milwaukee County greenhouse property located at 10340 West Watertown Plank Road, Wauwatosa, as part of the Zoo Freeway Interchange Reconstruction Project.

POLICY ISSUE:
WisDOT has been legislatively authorized to reconstruct the Zoo Freeway Interchange by the State of Wisconsin and by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) under various state and federal statutes and codes.  Milwaukee County Board approval will be required to convey County owned property to WisDOT that is needed for the reconstruction project. Chapter 32.05 of the Wisconsin Statutes defines the eminent domain process for acquiring land for transportation use.

BACKGROUND:
The Transportation, Public Works & Transit Committee, at their meeting on May 9, 2012, recommended approval of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Milwaukee County (County) and WisDOT for the functional replacement of the County owned greenhouse facility. The County Board approved the MOU on May 24, 2012 by Resolution File No. 12-356.  Pursuant to provisions of the MOU, WisDOT shall purchase the needed property interests on the 8.156-acre greenhouse property separate and independent from the functional replacement of the greenhouse facility.  

The County’s Director of Transportation has received a proposal from WisDOT to acquire the needed property interests on the greenhouse property from the County.  The proposal consists of WisDOT purchasing 6.192 acres of the greenhouse property and acquiring a temporary construction easement on the 1.964 acres remaining in County ownership. A copy of the WisDOT offer and an exhibit depicting the greenhouse property and needed property interests are attached.

The final offer from WisDOT for the purchase of the 6.192-acres and the temporary construction easement on the 1.964-acres is $1,100,000. The initial offer from WisDOT was $593,000.  By the County obtaining an owner’s appraisal, paid for by WisDOT, and by subsequent negotiations with WisDOT, County staff and private legal counsel representing the County realized an additional $507,000 in compensation.  
In 2004, the County sold land to north of the greenhouse property to Wisconsin Lutheran College Conference (WLCC) for the development of an athletic complex.  As part of that land sale, the County granted WLCC an option to purchase the 8.156-acre greenhouse property should the County cease the operation of the greenhouses.  Since WisDOT is acquiring 6.192-acres of the greenhouse property from the County as part of Zoo Freeway reconstruction project, the County shall indemnify WisDOT and its title insurer against any claim made against WisDOT by WLCC based on the option granted to WLCC by the County. 
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff respectfully requests that the Transportation, Public Works and Transit Committee recommend to the County Board of Supervisors acceptance of the above-described offer from the WisDOT in the amount of $ 1,100,000.
_________________________________              

Frank Busalacchi, Director, 

Department of Transportation




Meeting Date: June 13, 2012

Attachments

cc:
Chris Abele, County Executive


Supervisor Jim Luigi Schmitt, District 6


Kimberly Walker, Corporation Counsel


Patrick Farley, Director, Department of Administrative Services (DAS)


Brian Taffora, Director of Economic Development (DAS)

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC)


James Keegan, Chief of Planning and Development (DPRC)


Greg High, Director, AE & ES (DAS)


James Martin, Fiscal Management Analyst

