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Date:		July 7, 2015

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture and James Tarantino, Economic Development Director, Department of Administrative Services

Subject:	SEED Program Update – INFORMATIONAL 

ISSUE
A verbal presentation relative to the SEED program.

BACKGROUND
Resolution 15-351 authorizes Milwaukee County to develop a comprehensive, multi-targeted plan to address the issue of food deserts and food insecurity within Milwaukee County neighborhoods.  In it, it is requested that the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) shall work with the Department of Administrative Services-Economic Development (DAS-ECD) Division to develop an inventory of available and appropriate vacant surplus land within the County that has access to an adequate water supply to be used for gardening and agricultural purposes of food production and that DAS-ECD shall submit a report providing an inventory of existing, available kitchen space within County facilities.  This informational report is a response to this request.

Milwaukee County government owns or occupies millions of square feet of building space which is spread across the jurisdiction of multiple departments.  Within this portfolio, there exists kitchen facilities of various size, condition, availability, and capacity.  As such, the facilities identified in this information report are considered more appropriate for their potential capacity to support SEED program elements including food production, food preparation, and food preservation.  An additional consideration was made to present facilities that do not conflict with the recommendations within the County’s long range facilities plan, CBRE’s “COMPREHENSIVE FACILITIES PLAN CONSULTING REPORT”.  Many of the facilities owned by Milwaukee County are better served by re-purposing their current use, which in some cases includes kitchen facilities.  Listed are two facilities that are potential sites for the SEED program.

· Former 440th AFB Commissary, MKE Regional Business Park, General Mitchell Airport, Milwaukee, WI, 53207

· House of Corrections, 8885 S. 68th Street, Franklin, WI  53132
Regarding land availability and suitability, currently, there are approximately 8.5 acres of Milwaukee County land currently under contract with UW-Extension for agricultural purposes that are not in production that are suitable for the SEED initiative.  In addition, there is approximately 116 acres located in proximity to Mitchell International Airport that could be suitable for agricultural/garden use.  Further review is needed to determine soil quality, cost to place into production, and water availability.

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: James Tarantino, Economic Development Director, DAS-ECD
Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs, Parks


Recommended By:


						
Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration
and External Affairs, Parks


Approved By:


													
John Dargle, Jr., Parks Director			James Tarantino, ECD Director, DAS


copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teig Whaley-Smith, DAS Director
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Coordinator
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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