By Supervisors Weishan & Stamper, II





A RESOLUTION
directing the County Executive to negotiate an Intergovernmental agreement between the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County for the operation and regulation of taxicab service.

WHEREAS, in early 2013,  the Institute for Justice filed a lawsuit in Milwaukee County that stated Milwaukee’s limit on the number of taxicabs allowed in the city is arbitrary, anti-competitive and unconstitutional; and

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2013, a Milwaukee County circuit court judge ruled that the city’s taxicab ordinance, which set a cap on taxicab permits in 1991, violated the State’s constitution, affirming this lawsuit; and


WHEREAS, on April 25, 2013 the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors adopted file no. 13-228, supporting the City of Milwaukee’s Common Council File number 111222, seeking to repeal the city’s cap on issuing new public passenger vehicle permits; and


WHEREAS, on May 2, 2013, the Milwaukee County Executive signed file no. 13-228; and


WHEREAS, since the April 16, 2013 circuit court ruling, the City of Milwaukee has appealed the circuit judge’s decision that the city’s taxicab regulations violate the state’s constitution; and

WHEREAS, numerous drivers have expressed to the City that they would like to see the City move towards an owner-operated system with unlimited permits for sale at a reasonable price to prevent large companies from monopolizing the business, while creating a free market with more consumer options; and

WHEREAS,  the County has expended millions of dollars on paratransit taxicab rides and a lack of a competitive bidding process not only denies taxpayers options in service, but a means to extend their budgets in a tight economy; and


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County views this Intergovernmental agreement as an opportunity to increase cooperation and intermodal operations to the Milwaukee County Transit System which will result in increased availability of taxicabs throughout Milwaukee County and an increase in the quality of taxicab service, along with reducing overall cost to riders; and


WHEREAS, as a means to open the market up and create a competitive environment not controlled by a few large entities holding the vast majority of public passenger vehicle permits, it is reasonable and prudent for Milwaukee County to negotiate and work with the City to develop more innovative regulations governing taxi cab operations including but not limited to the following:
· Multiple permitting

· Dispatch Services

· Rate Structures/ Taxes/Fees

· Administrative Costs/Savings

· Infrastructure usage
· Vehicle Inspections

· Operating Zones

· “Green” Incentives

· Intermodal capabilities/Opportunities


; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors directs the office of the Milwaukee County Executive to negotiate an intergovernmental agreement between the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County in order to transfer all operation and regulation of taxi cab services to Milwaukee County; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the members of the Milwaukee County negotiating team will consist of one person appointed by the Milwaukee County Executive, one person appointed by the Milwaukee County Comptroller, one person by the Chairperson of the Milwaukee County Board; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the items of negotiation are to include but not limited to:

· Rate structure / taxes / fees

· Vehicle inspections

· Administration cost savings

· Infrastructure usage

· Operating zones

· “Green” incentives

· Intermodal capabilities / opportunities

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the intergovernmental agreement will limit permits to non-transferable permits; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Milwaukee County will develop through its transit system a taxicab dispatch service available to all permitted taxicabs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Executive’s office or designee provide a report back to the Transportation, Public Works and Transit committee and/or Finance Personnel and Audit committee on negotiation details; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, negotiations will be completed by December 31, 2013 and transfer and implementation of service by June 1, 2014; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon adoption of this resolution, the Milwaukee County Clerk is authorized and directed to send copies of this resolution to the Mayor of Milwaukee and Milwaukee Common Council.

