
By Supervisor Broderick
File No. 12-413

Authorizing the Public Art Program and Committee to be placed on an official hiatus to last no longer than the duration of 2012, while the County Executive along with the Department of Administrative Services provide reports on how to successfully locate an adequate funding source that will allow for the program’s reactivation and continuity, as outlined in County Board policy, by recommending adoption of the following:
AN AMENDED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the 2000 Adopted Capital Budget established the Milwaukee County Public Art Program and directed 1% of the total budgeted funds from any eligible capital project exceeding $500,000 to be used towards public art related to the qualifying project; and

WHEREAS, the Public Art Program is governed by a committee consisting of three County Executive appointments, three County Board Chairman appointments, and the Director of Public Works, all of whom serve the committee as volunteers; and

WHEREAS, since its founding in 2000 the Public Art Committee has utilized over $1 million in funding  to commission 18 public art projects from various well-respected artists; and 

WHEREAS, as of 2011 the Public Art Committee account held $750,000 of their allotted funding, which was intended to be used for maintenance and completion of a number of public art projects; and

WHEREAS, in the 2012 Adopted Budget, the County Executive reallocated the funds intended for public art projects, and attempted to apply them instead to deferred maintenance projects including oil storage tanks and the Seven Bridges Trail in Grant Park; and

WHEREAS, the Public Art Committee’s ability to complete any of their existing or future projects has been greatly compromised due to the reallocation of Public Art funds in 2012; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive has agreed to assist the Public Art Committee and its Chairperson in locating funding sources to cover the program’s most immediate needs/projects/expenses; and


WHEREAS, if granted an official hiatus, the Public Art Program and Committee will remain dormant until funding is again made available, allowing the Public Art Committee to serve Milwaukee County at the consistently high level they have demonstrated in the past; and


WHEREAS, reactivation of the committee must occur no later than January 1, 2013, when the 2013 Adopted Budget takes effect; and

WHEREAS, the committee’s hiatus will give the County Executive as well as the Department of Administrative Services time to work towards maintaining compliance with this adopted policy in all future budgets; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, reactivation shall occur upon submission of reports by the County Executive and the Department of Administrative Services, for the Public Art Program to continue as directed by future adopted County Board policy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as of  May 2012 the Milwaukee County Public Art Program and Committee will be granted an official hiatus status in order to address issues that are a result of the loss of Public Art funding due to reallocation of funds to other projects; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that approval of this resolution shall not impact the allocation of any public art monies that have been previously allocated by the County Board; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Administrative Services is authorized and directed to work with the Public Art Committee members to locate funding for the Public Art Program, and submit updated reports to the County Board quarterly throughout 2012 on their progress to ensure that future funding is being sought after and secured so that the program can be successfully reactivated in 2013.
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