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 File No. 16-376 2 

 3 
A RESOLUTION 4 

 5 
Requesting the Wisconsin State Legislature to provide appropriate levels of 6 

funding for lead pipe removal in Milwaukee County 7 
 8 
 9 

WHEREAS, the recent lead water crisis in Flint, Michigan has concentrated the 10 
public’s focus on water quality in many communities; and 11 

 12 
WHEREAS, both the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Centers 13 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) agree there is no safe level of lead exposure, 14 
as lead is known to cause a range of behavioral and cognitive health problems for 15 
humans; and 16 

 17 
WHEREAS, lead can enter drinking water through decay or corrosion of old lead-18 

based pipes, fixtures, or from leaded solder that connects drinking water to pipes; and 19 
 20 
WHEREAS, the two main methods to prevent contamination from lead are the 21 

treatment approach and plumbing system replacement; and 22 
 23 
WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin has 176,000 lead lateral pipes; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, the State’s highest concentration of lead lateral pipes are in 26 

Milwaukee County, with the City of Milwaukee alone containing 70,000 lead laterals, 27 
amounting to 40 percent of the lead lateral pipes statewide; and 28 

 29 
WHEREAS, ownership of lead lateral service lines is shared between the 30 

municipality and the homeowner, as the municipality is responsible for the portion from 31 
the water main to the property line, and the homeowner is responsible for the portion 32 
from the property line to the home; and  33 

 34 
WHEREAS, national research indicates that the potential risk for increased lead 35 

levels is greater when there is only a partial replacement of a lead service line; and 36 
 37 
WHEREAS, it is costly for homeowners, especially in disadvantaged 38 

municipalities, to replace their portion of the lead lateral; and  39 
 40 
WHEREAS, in May 2016, $11.8 million in Federal funding from the EPA was 41 

made available to the State of Wisconsin for disadvantaged municipalities to remove 42 
lead service lines on private property, thus ensuring full replacement of lead laterals  43 
through the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program; and  44 
 



WHEREAS, the requirements for the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program allow a 45 
maximum funding limit of $750,000 to communities with populations of 500,000 or more, 46 
which is the allocated amount for the City of Milwaukee; and 47 

 48 
WHEREAS, despite having 40 percent of the homes with lead lateral pipes in the 49 

State, the City of Milwaukee is only going to receive 6.4 percent of the EPA funding 50 
given to Wisconsin; and  51 

 52 
WHEREAS, if the City of Milwaukee provided full-funding towards replacing 53 

homeowners’ lead lateral pipes, the $750,000 allocation would only replace 250 pipes; 54 
and 55 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of legislators to ensure access to safe water for all 56 
residents, particularly those at higher risk for contamination; and 57 

 
WHEREAS, the level of funding allocated in accordance with the requirements of 58 

the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program does not adequately meet the needs of the 59 
Milwaukee community and necessitates additional legislative action to pursue additional 60 
resources for lead pipe replacement; now, therefore, 61 

 62 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors requests the 63 

Wisconsin State Legislature to pursue and release adequate funds to Milwaukee 64 
County for the purpose of replacing lead lateral pipes in the areas with the highest lead 65 
pipe concentration, beyond the amount provided from the Safe Drinking Water Loan 66 
Program; and 67 

 68 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin State Legislature is requested 69 

to allow the City of Milwaukee to be eligible to receive $4,720,000 or an amount 70 
equivalent to 40 percent of EPA funding to appropriately match the level of need for 71 
homeowners with lead lateral pipes in the City of Milwaukee. 72 
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