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Date:		April 1, 2014			

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Whitnall Park Ropes Course Proposal – INFORMATIONAL 

POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) presenting a verbal report on a proposal from Adventure Forest LLC d/b/a Go Ape Whitnall Park, LLC (Go Ape) to operate a forest adventure ropes course in Whitnall Park.

BACKGROUND
In November 2013, the DPRC issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an adventure ropes course.  Go Ape responded to that RFP with a proposal for the operation of a forest adventure ropes course in Whitnall Park located at 5879 South 92nd Street.  The course is to be sited near the Ross Lodge in that portion of the Park located in the Village of Greendale.  Go Ape is the largest ropes course operator in the world, with six (6) courses in the United States, all of which are located in public parks, and twenty-eight (28) courses in the United Kingdom.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Go Ape designs its courses to blend in with their natural surroundings.  It only uses non-invasive methods of attachment of course materials to trees. Go Ape will work with DPRC staff to ensure there is minimal impact to flora or fauna within the course site.  Go Ape prides itself on its environmentally sustainable practices; for instance, it provides volunteer opportunities to support non-native invasive species removal and park clean-ups.  Go Ape is also committed to making certain aesthetic and infrastructure improvements to a cabin on the property that will support the operation.
DPRC and Go Ape have discussed at length the potential impact of the project on park property as well as the specifics of a lease arrangement beneficial to Go Ape and DPRC.  

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.


Prepared by: Suzanne Carter, Contract Services Officer


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director









copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Anthony Staskunas, District 17, County Board of Supervisors
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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