
Supervisor Gerry Broderick, Chairperson,
From the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment, reporting on:

File No. 13-345

(ITEM        )  A resolution by Supervisors Weishan and Broderick, supporting local civic leaders and residents’ consideration of pursuit of legal actions against the Public Service Commission’s recent approval of the We Energies and American Transmission Company’s joint application to construct two overhead transmission lines in Western Milwaukee County, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, on March 1, 2013, the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin approved a $34 million joint application for We Energies and American Transmission Company (ATC) to construct two 138kV electric overhead transmission lines and an associated substation in the City of Wauwatosa; and


WHEREAS, the East-West section route for these lines begins at a proposed interconnection point located near 120th Street and West Diane Drive in the Underwood Parkway, and Route B(1) lies north of and parallel to Underwood Creek and the Canadian Pacific railroad until it crosses to the south side of the creek at 115th Street; and

WHEREAS, the route continues following Underwood Creek crossing the Union Pacific railroad, Watertown Plank Road, and STH 100; and

WHEREAS, the route then turns and continues east crossing the USH 45 freeway, parallels the east side of the freeway south to Watertown Plank Road turning east, and follows the north side of the street until it reaches a point just south of the proposed Milwaukee County Substation site; and

WHEREAS, the North-South section route for these lines begins at the 96th Street Substation and follows the east edge of the USH 45 freeway right-of-way behind the Parkside Pool Apartments, the Montessori School, and St. Therese Church properties north to Watertown Plank Road crossing Bluemound Road and Wisconsin Avenue; and 
WHEREAS, the route will eventually reach a point just south of the proposed substation site and turns to proceed north into the substation; and


WHEREAS, civic leaders and residents of Milwaukee County favored and supported the option to bury the transmission lines due to the concern for fire and safety hazards of high voltage overhead transmission lines in public parks and along County Parkways, as well as neighborhoods and school grounds, which may carry unknown risks associated with exposure to high levels of electromagnetic fields; and

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2012, the City of Milwaukee’s Common Council opposed overhead transmission lines on 95th Street with a unanimous vote of 15-0; and

WHEREAS, on February 2, 2012, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution (File No. 12-134) opposing the construction of these overhead transmission lines proposed by We Energies and ATC as part of the Western Milwaukee County Electric Reliability Project; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes the Public Service Commission’s (PSC) decision to approve the We Energies and American Transmission Company’s joint application for the Western Milwaukee County Electric Reliability Project, which includes the provision of constructing overhead transmission lines along Underwood Creek Parkway and the County Grounds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board of Supervisors supports Milwaukee County municipalities, civic leaders, and/or residents in their pursuit of legal action to overturn the PSC’s approval of the Western Milwaukee County Electric Reliability Project application.
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