
File 13-686

(ITEM         )  From the District Attorney, requesting a waiver of Milwaukee County General Ordinance 56.30 and authorization for payment in the amount of $2,600 to Behavioral Consultants, Inc., for Professional Services performed without a formal contract in State v. John Spooner, Milwaukee County Circuit Court Case No. 12CF002730, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the District Attorney’s Office has requested the County Board of Supervisors to waive the provisions of Milwaukee County General Ordinance (MCGO) 56.30 to authorize payment of $2,600 to Behavioral Consultants, Inc., for professional services performed without a formal contract in State v. John Spooner, Milwaukee County Circuit Court Case Number 12CF002730; and

WHEREAS, a formal contract is not required for professional services resulting in an expenditure of $2,000 or less, pursuant to MCGO 56.30(4)(b)(1); and

WHEREAS, a formal contract is required for professional services greater than $2,000, and the contract must be reviewed and approved by Corporation Counsel, Risk Management, and the Community Business Development Partners (CBDP) department before the professional services are performed, pursuant to MCGO 56.30(4)(b)(2) and (6); and

WHEREAS, the District Attorney’s Office retained Dr. Debra Collins of Behavioral Consultants, Inc., in January 2013 to conduct a forensic evaluation of John Spooner after Spooner entered a plea of not guilty by reason of insanity in Milwaukee County Circuit Court Case Number 12CF002730, in which Spooner was charged with first-degree intentional homicide for the shooting death of 13-year-old Darius Simmons; and

WHEREAS, a formal contract was not executed for Dr. Collins’ professional services because the parties agreed that the cost of her services would be $2,000 or less to conduct a forensic evaluation of Spooner, prepare a report of her findings, and to testify at trial; and

WHEREAS, the defense raised an issue as to Spooner’s competency to stand trial as   Dr. Collins was about to testify, which put her testimony on hold while the Court determined Spooner’s competency, forcing Dr. Collins to cancel appointments on two days while she waited to testify until the next day in the case; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Collins of Behavioral Consultants, Inc., has submitted an invoice of $2,600 for her professional services on the Spooner case, charges which are reasonable and necessary given the unforeseen circumstance of the defense raising Spooner’s competency to proceed during the trial as Dr. Collins was about to testify; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors does hereby waive the provisions of Milwaukee County General Ordinance (MCGO) 56.30 to authorize payment of $2,600 to Behavioral Consultants, Inc., for professional services performed without a formal contract in State v. John Spooner, Milwaukee County Circuit Court Case Number 12CF002730; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the office of the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to pay $2,600 to Behavioral Consultants, Inc., for professional services rendered without a formal contract in the Spooner case upon the District Attorney’s submission of a proper invoice.
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