
A resolution by the County Executive, providing for an amendment to the wording of the advisory referendum adopted in the 2017 budget support for the county vehicle registration fee, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, federal and state funding for transportation services, including roads and transit, for Milwaukee County has been reduced over many years, indicated by a 6% decrease in state transit aid in 2015 over 2011 and a 25% decrease in highway aids since 2007; and

WHEREAS, the County Board and County Executive adopted a $30 Vehicle Registration Fee to fund transportation services and adopted an advisory referendum for the April 2017 election on support for the Vehicle Registration Fee; and

WHEREAS, the question for voters in that advisory referendum reads “Do you support County Executive’s Chris Abele’s proposal for a $60 Vehicle Registration Fee (wheel tax) to provide designated funding for transit and transportation-related projects?”; and
WHEREAS, the respected and non-partisan research institution, Public Policy Forum, opined in 2016, “…to point out that the County's structural problems cannot be solved without difficult, permanent decisions that involve either new revenues, service cuts, or both. And, we emphasize again that while a VRF may not be an ideal revenue source, it is the only new comprehensive revenue option available to the County under state statutes.”; and
WHEREAS, citizen input on the topic of transportation funding is crucial and should be well-informed of the dire situation the county is placed in by federal and state policy-makers; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, as follows:

Section 1. Repeal of Budget Action.   The adopted action of the County Board to authorize an advisory referendum as found in Amendment 1A054 to the 2017 Budget and signed by the County Executive is repealed.

Section 2.  Referendum Election.  The County Clerk is hereby directed to call an advisory referendum election to be held in the County at the regularly scheduled election to be held on April 4, 2017, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the County the proposition of support or rejection of the $60 Vehicle Registration Fee.  The referendum shall be held, noticed and conducted following the procedures set forth in Section 59.52(25) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
Section 3.  Official Referendum Ballot Form.  The ballot to be used at the referendum election shall be prepared in accordance with the provisions of Sections 5.64(2) and 7.08(1)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The ballot shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.
EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT
April 4, 2017
NOTICE TO ELECTORS:  THIS BALLOT MAY BE INVALID UNLESS INITIALED BY TWO (2) ELECTION INSPECTORS.  IF CAST AS AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, THE BALLOT MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE MUNICIPAL CLERK OR DEPUTY CLERK.


If you desire to vote on the question, make a cross (X) in the square beneath the question after “YES” if in favor of the question or make a cross (X) in the square after “NO” if opposed to the question.

ADVISORY REFERENDUM

An independent fiscal analysis has indicated that a $60 vehicle registration fee is necessary to maintain County roads, parkways and bus operations. Do you support the County Executive’s plan to implement a $60 vehicle registration fee to prevent deterioration of roads, cut to bus routes and increases to bus fares?



YES




NO

2

