County of Milwaukee

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE:

March 29, 2013
TO:

Sup. Peggy Romo West, Chair, Committee on Health and Human Needs
FROM:
Stephanie Sue Stein, Director, Department on Aging

RE:

Informational report regarding potential impact of the 2013-2015 State 


Budget on the Milwaukee County Department on Aging
I respectfully request that the attached informational report be scheduled for review by the Committee on Health and Human Needs at its meeting on April 17, 2013.

The proposed 2013-15 state budget submitted by Governor Scott Walker fails to include certain “hold harmless” provisions and will have a negative impact on aging programs if adopted as presented.
The State of Wisconsin allocates federal Older Americans Act (OAA) funds and adds some state General Purpose Revenue (GPR) to help meet the needs of older people.  Programs serving Milwaukee County seniors include home-delivered and congregate meals, family caregiver support, and such supportive services as transportation, benefit specialist/legal services, and minority senior centers among others.
According to new census data, Milwaukee County’s percentage of the state’s low-income elderly population has seen a modest decline relative to the rest of the state.  Wisconsin Department of Health Services estimates that Milwaukee County Department on Aging (MCDA) will lose approximately $114,000 annually due to the changing demographics.  As a result of that change, and because the 2013-2015 state budget lacks “hold harmless” provisions to maintain current service levels, some aging programs will be effected.

The statewide Aging Network is advocating for “hold harmless” provisions in support of aging programs be added to the 2013-2015 state budget. 
If you have any questions, please call me at 2-6876.
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Stephanie Sue Stein, Director

Milwaukee County Department on Aging

cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic
Sup. Peggy Romo West
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