File No. 

(Journal, )

(ITEM) Report from the Director, Department of Health and Human Services, requesting authorization to confirm the purchase of service contracts issued on an emergency basis for the operation of the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) in the Management Services Division, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, section 46.09 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances requires County Board approval for the purchase of human services from nongovernmental vendors and therefore, the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has requested authorization to enter into 2015/2016 purchase of services contracts with community organizations for the operation of the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) within the Management Services Division (MSD); and 

WHEREAS, based on a 2015 DHHS Request for Proposals (RFP), the DHHS Director had recommended purchase of service contracts with Community Advocates, Inc. and United Migrant Opportunity Services/UMOS, Inc. to operate the Energy Assistance Program for Milwaukee County; and
WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is contractually required to perform this critical service for the residents of our county year-round, with 24-hour per day access and assistance; and


WHEREAS, each of the recommended contracts that pertains to Energy Assistance is funded with WHEAP revenue, and DHHS’ ability to execute these contracts will be contingent upon review and approval by the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA); and


WHEREAS, the 2015-16 funding for the agency contracts is included in the three-year (FFY16-FFY18) State WHEAP contract; and
WHEREAS, the revenue available to fund these contracts as well as county staff and administrative overhead costs is included in the State WHEAP contract, estimated to be $2,549,703; and 

WHEREAS, the contract recommendations are within limits of relevant 2015 State/County contracts and the 2015 Budget and 2016 Requested Budget; and
WHEREAS, DHHS had announced its intent to award the contracts to the recommended vendors on April 29, 2015, after a competitive RFP process and scoring by an evaluation panel, and the two vendors were confirmed after a Ch. 110 review panel directed that a diverse evaluation panel be convened to re-score the RFP submissions; and

WHEREAS, the County Board on July 30, 2015 voted to reject the recommended vendors and recommended instead that the current vendor contracts be extended for six months, that public opinion be surveyed and that a new RFP be issued accordingly; and

WHEREAS, the DHHS Director determined that the recommendation of the County Board, however well-intentioned, would not have allowed the Energy Assistance Program to proceed in Milwaukee County this winter as needed, that time was of the essence, and that failure to proceed with the Energy Assistance Program immediately would put the health and welfare of some 64,000 county households at risk (see MCO 32.28); and 
WHEREAS, as a result, on August 3, 2015, the DHHS Director identified an emergency condition that required immediate action to protect life, health or welfare of as many as 64,000 households; and

WHEREAS, as a result, as an exercise of emergency contracting authority under MCO 32.28, DHHS issued contracts to Community Advocates, Inc. and UMOS, Inc. for the Energy Assistance program, subject to a $100,000 spending cap pending full approval by the County Board, as noted by Comptroller and Corporation Counsel in their contract endorsements; now, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Director, DHHS, or his designee, to execute contracts with the following vendors for the following terms and amounts:

Community Advocates, Inc.  

       

 
 $ 1,430,181
(August 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016)
UMOS, Inc.







  $  808,842
(August 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016)
TOTAL






 
$ 2,239,023
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby approves expenditures for each of these contracts of up to $100,000 respectively that may have already been made on these contracts pursuant to the action of the DHHS director, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director, DHHS, or his designee, is hereby authorized by the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors to amend both the Community Advocates, Inc. and UMOS, Inc. contracts for the same period upon receipt of any addenda received by Milwaukee County DHHS from the Wisconsin Department of Administration increasing the state/county contract for the operation of the WHEAP program during FFY 2016 as directed by the State amendment or in proportion to the current allocations.
