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What is Growing MKE? 

• A citywide planning process about 
housing

• End Result? proposed amendment 
the Citywide Policy Plan.

• Will include policies and 
actions related to encouraging 
housing choice and growth

• Recommendations to update 
the City’s Zoning Code
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+ Citywide Plan 
+ 14 Area Plans 
+ Amendments

Comprehensive Planning in Milwaukee

• Guide future development by setting a collective vision 
and roadmap for the future.

• Updated based on changing needs in a community. 
• For Growing MKE, we are looking at how to support 

evolving housing needs.

http://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cityDCD/planning/plans/Northeast/plan/NESplan.pdf
http://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cityDCD/planning/plans/Southeast/plan/SEPlan.pdf
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Planning Process
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Overview of the Planning Process
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Collaborative Process

• Lead: City of Milwaukee, 
Department of City Development

• Support: Zoning Analysis Consultant

• Support: Engagement Consultant

• Community Advisory Committee
• Technical Advisory Committee
• City of Milwaukee Technical Staff Advisors



We aren’t starting from scratch….
Milwaukee’s Zoning 
Code & Comprehensive 
Plan are tailored to 
support:

• walkable 
neighborhoods, 

• mixed-use housing 
development, &

• housing choice.
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Advancing Plan Recommendations 
and City Goals from several recent 
planning processes along with the 
Mayor’s vision for economic 
prosperity.

• Climate and Equity Plan (2023)
• Equitable Growth through TOD 

Plan (2018)
• Collective Affordable Housing 

Strategic Plan (2021)



This is just one piece of the puzzle 
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Increasing and Preserving 
Black & Latino Homeownership
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Creating & Preserving 
Affordable Rental Housing  
More than 15 new 
Tax Incremental 
Districts to support 
affordable housing 
developments.  
Anti-Displacement 
Preference Policy 
for new City-assisted 
developments in 
neighborhoods at 
risk of displacement.  
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Existing Conditions



New Development: 
Two Decades of Housing Development
• New development from 2002 to 2023:

• Includes all housing units built from ground up, alterations, additions, 
residential units)

• Roughly 2,950 new developments with 22,670 housing units (and at 
the same time, about 9,800 housing units were lost)

• Many single family homes and larger multi-family homes newly 
constructed

New Development by Housing Units, 2002 to 2023
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Ok, What does that mean?
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What is Zoning?
Why are we talking about it?
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• Zoning is a written document of 
rules and a map that shows what 
zone each piece of land is part of. 

• Each zone has a unique set of 
rules that guide development –
uses & sizes/shape of buildings.

• These zoning rules are laws 
adopted by the City’s Common 
Council. 

ZONING MAP ZONING TEXT

Zoning Codes & Maps
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What does zoning for housing look like in Milwaukee?

40% of residentially zoned 
parcels allow only one 

housing unit

More than ½ of residentially zoned 
parcels allow 2+ housing units, 

including areas of the City with the 
largest numbers of vacant lots

Multi-family housing is 
allowed in ALL commercial 

districts, corridors, and 
downtown.
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What We’ve Heard So Far
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Engagement support and 
partnership from AARP and 
Community Development 
Alliance!

2023 Engagement
In-person - engaged directly with over 
1100 people through…
• 22 “Office Hours” at libraries

• 5 Evening Open Houses

• 13 Pop-ups at events –
Farmers’ Markets & 
Community Festivals, etc.

• 6 Pop-ups at Senior Centers

• Focus Groups – residents, developers, 
designers

Online
• 3,535 website visitors 

(as of 2/25/24)

• Survey respondents – over 750 for 1st

survey and over 250 for 2nd survey
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Outreach to Older Adults

Across all in-person engagement –
connected with ~440 50+ community members.

We heard…

• Excitement about more opportunities to age 
in place within their neighborhoods

• Excitement about intergenerational living 
opportunities 

• Appreciation for visiting senior centers and 
being included in the conversation



Growing MKE Goals
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Housing Choice & Equity
Everyone, regardless of age or 
ability, has healthy, stable housing 
that they can afford.

Milwaukee is a city of 
vibrant neighborhoods 
with amenities that can be 
reached by foot, bike or 
transit.

Walkable & 
Connected

Sustainable & 
Resilient

Milwaukee is an economically resilient with 
family-supporting jobs, and a strong tax base to 
support City services and thriving businesses. 

Economic Development

Housing stock is healthy, 
and neighborhoods are 
safe with jobs and 
resources within a close 
distance.

Healthy & 
Thriving

Housing stock is resilient 
and new development 
helps reduce our carbon 
footprint through building 
design and location.
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Recommendations
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Plan Amendment Policies

Increase Housing Choice & Access

Social Connections & Health

Walkable Neighborhoods & Transit-Oriented 
Development

Neighborhood Development &  Urban Design



N Weil St, image credit: Google Earth Pro

How do we 
encourage 

more housing 
diversity 
in more 

neighborhoods?
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How else do we 
encourage 

housing 
diversity 

in more areas 
of the city?
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Brady Street, image credit: visitmilwaukee.org

How do we 
make sure new 
development 

supports 
walkable 

neighborhoods?
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Update current design standards to enhance livability.

Building Widths Parking Structures

Facades Windows Composition



How to stay engaged and give input

• Sign up for the email list at:

engage.milwaukee.gov/GrowingMKE

• Follow us on social media - @MilwaukeeDCD

• Stay tuned for opportunities to provide feedback on the 
Draft Plan this Spring

• Talk to your friends and neighbors about this project and 
encourage them to participate.
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Thank you!

@MilwaukeeDCD

growingmke@milwaukee.gov

engage.milwaukee.gov/GrowingMKE

mailto:growingmke@milwaukee.gov
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