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[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:		April 2, 2013					

To:		Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:		James Keegan, Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	A Wisconsin Electric Power Company (WE Energies) Request for Permanent
Easements to Provide Underground Electric and Natural Gas Services to
County Park Land – ACTION

ISSUE
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is seeking authorization to grant WE Energies permanent easements to allow for the construction, operation and maintenance of underground electric power and natural gas services on County property located within the Root River Parkway and Mitchell Park.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC has requested that WE Energies provide two new underground electrical and natural gas services to support new park facilities. New services located on the Crystal Ridge site in the Root River Parkway west of S. 76th Street will provide power and gas to the new facilities being constructed at “The Rock” Sports Complex (see Exhibit A). Other new services located in Mitchell Park, will accommodate the new greenhouse and related facilities being constructed behind the Domes northeast of Pierce Street and S. 27th Street (see Exhibit B).  Since these services provide electricity and natural gas solely to park facilities, WE Energies requires permanent easements from the County for this infrastructure.  WE Energies has requested that Milwaukee County grant permanent easements to allow for the construction, operation and maintenance of portions of these new services.  All cabling and piping located on County parkland will be installed underground. Prior to execution, the DPRC, Department of Administrative Services, Corporation Counsel and other appropriate staff will review and approve all documents as required.




RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Parks Director respectfully recommends that WE Energies be granted permanent easements for the construction, operation and maintenance of underground electric power and natural gas services and related improvements in the Root River Parkway and Mitchell Park.




Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect, DPRC Planning and Development Section


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	James Keegan, Interim Parks Director







Cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Supervisor, Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supervisor Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supervisor Peggy Romo West, District 12
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
Tonya Peters, WE Energies
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9480 Watertown Plank Road ph: 414 / 257 PARK (7275) parks@milwcnty.com countypa rks.com
Wauwatosa, Wl 53226-3560 fax: 414 / 257 6466




