







DATE:	October 14, 2011

TO:		Mr. Lee Holloway, Chairman
		Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

FROM:	John Jorgensen, Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel	
SUBJECT:	Proposed ordinances pertaining to carrying concealed weapons and 			carrying weapons in Milwaukee County facilities

As explained in more detail in the attached report of DTPW Director Jack Takerian and Corporation Counsel Kimberly Walker, 2011 Wisconsin Act 35 substantially changed Wisconsin law governing the carrying of firearms and other dangerous weapons.  Among those changes was the creation system under which qualified persons can be licensed to carry concealed weapons, subject to the limitation that, with a few exceptions, licensees will be prohibited from carrying weapons in the offices of law enforcement agencies, courthouses, areas of airports beyond security checkpoints and other specified locations. The act also includes statutory amendments that empower counties and other units of local government to prohibit firearms in their own buildings, in addition to the buildings described above, if they give the public notice of that prohibition by appropriate signage.  										
County department heads as well as persons responsible for operation of facilities leased from Milwaukee County have met to consider the impact of Act 35 and to formulate an appropriate response.   As noted in the report of Mr. Takerian and Ms. Walker, the consensus of that group was that firearms and other weapons should be prohibited in County buildings in conformity with the limitations and requirements contained in Act 35.

The intent of these proposed ordinances is (1) to repeal and recreate the existing County ordinance regulating concealed-carry to conform to the corresponding statute as amended by Act 35, (2) to prohibit firearms and other dangerous weapons in County buildings as authorized in Act 35 and to provide direction regarding the signage required by Act 35, and (3) to reinforce and implement the prohibition against carrying weapons in courthouses and other specified places that is contained in Act 35.  




Please refer this matter to the Judiciary Committee to be placed on the agenda for its next meeting.  


___________________
JOHN JORGENSEN
Principal Assistant Corporation Counsel
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