File No. 12-
(Journal, )

(ITEM NO.    )  From the Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture, requesting authorization to enter into a lease agreement with Journey House, Inc. for a certain portion of Mitchell Park to allow Journey House to install, endow, maintain, and operate a football field and related amenities in the park, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, in 2008 the Zilber Family Foundation commissioned the “Clarke Square Quality of Life Plan”, a comprehensive study of the Clarke Square neighborhood, including Mitchell Park; and


WHEREAS, a part of that study included how Mitchell Park could further enhance the neighborhood and meet the needs of an active competitive sports community; and


WHEREAS, many public meetings and discussions were held on the types of programming the park could support; and

WHEREAS, organized football, soccer, and basketball were overwhelming considered by the neighborhood residents to be important activities in encouraging and maintaining an active and healthy lifestyle, thus achieving a higher quality of life; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 the NFL Green Bay Packers donated the former Nitschke Field, a synthetic football field, to Journey House, Inc. (JH) for use in its youth athletic programming; and

WHEREAS, JH is a Clarke Square neighborhood 501(c)(3) not-for-profit community-based organization that works to empower children, adolescents, and adults through education, leadership, athletic and workforce development programs; and

WHEREAS, JH has requested from the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) a lease of a certain portion of Mitchell Park to allow for the installation, endowment, maintenance, and operation of the football field and related amenities; and


WHEREAS, DPRC supports JH in its endeavor; and has met with JH on several occasions to discuss our mutual interests and have negotiated a lease for that portion of Mitchell Park on which the improvements will be made; and

WHEREAS, the terms of the lease provide for an initial fifteen (15) year term with an option to renew for an additional fifteen year (15) years; and 


WHEREAS, JH is responsible for all of the costs associated with the installation of the football field, the ongoing maintenance of the football field, and the field’s operational expenses; and

WHEREAS, the lease also provides for JH to populate an endowment fund with $100,000 for the maintenance and repair of the field and related amenities; and


WHEREAS, upon termination or expiration of the lease, Milwaukee County shall acquire, free and clear and at no cost, title to the improvements and any equipment necessary to operate the field, as well as any remaining endowment fund reserves; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Parks Director to execute a lease with Journey House, Inc. to allow for the construction, endowment, maintenance and operation of a football field and related amenities in Mitchell Park.
3
2

