By Supervisor Holloway

A RESOLUTION

Expressing opposition to the federal transit program financing mechanism contained in H.R. 3864, the American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs Financing Act of 2012.


WHEREAS, on February 1, 2012, H.R. 3864, the American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs Financing Act of 2012 was introduced to the United States House of Representatives; and


WHEREAS, this bill would amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend authorities relating to the Highway Trust Fund; and


WHEREAS, this legislation would prevent the transfer of motor fuel taxes to the Highway Trust Fund Mass Transit account, essentially eliminating transit’s dedicated funding source; and


WHEREAS, this legislation heavily relies upon assumptions and undetermined appropriation sources as opposed to traditional transit funding mechanisms; and


WHEREAS, under this legislation, Congress would allocate a one-time appropriation from an unidentified source of $40 billion into a new “Alternative Transportation Account” to be used to fund transit programs; and


WHEREAS, the revenue stream for future mass transit projects would originate from leasing fees, assuming approval of U.S oil and gas leases in parts of the country currently not open to drilling and mining; and


WHEREAS, in the event this unspecified funding is compromised by disapproval of future leases, transit users transportation needs could be compromised as well; and


WHEREAS, many conservative and liberal groups oppose the funding mechanisms of this legislation citing the likelihood of transit funding competing with other programs, ultimately reducing funding for mass transit; and


WHEREAS, according to the executive director of the Wisconsin Transportation Builders Association, Wisconsin could potentially lose $60 million to $97 million of funding annually for highway maintenance purposes, and transit funding would be reduced significantly too; and


WHEREAS, during an economic period when transit users are facing regular fare increases and transit systems are addressing rising fuel costs, a less radical funding mechanism with the potential to cripple already stressed transit riders and systems should be crafted to ensure transit infrastructure stability, rather than uncertainty, now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors expresses its opposition to the federal transit program financing mechanism contained in H.R. 3864, the American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs Financing Act of 2012; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, upon adoption of this resolution, the Milwaukee County Clerk is authorized and directed to send copies of this resolution to members of the United States House of Representatives and United States Congress.

