File No. RES 11-551

(ITEM      )  A resolution by Supervisors Weishan and Biddle, providing for an advisory referendum on the plan by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to pay approximately $41.1 million to the City of Franklin for the costs related to building the Ryan Creek Interceptor project, by making no recommendation, by virtue of a tie vote of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, according to a draft report from the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (“SEWRPC”), the City of Franklin (“City”) requested that SEWRPC revise the City’s sanitary sewer service area to add lands in the south central and southwestern areas of the City to the planned service area; and


WHEREAS, the expansion of the planned sanitary sewer service area would enable the City to move forward with the proposed Ryan Creek interceptor sewer, which would serve most of the south-central and southwestern areas of the City; and

WHEREAS, the Ryan Creek interceptor would ultimately provide sewer service to approximately 24 percent of the land area in the City of Franklin that is not included to the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) interceptor sewers and the MMSD South Shore wastewater treatment plant; and
WHEREAS, the resident population of the proposed sewer expansion area is 440 people, or approximately 1.25 percent of the City’s total population of 35,451 residents; and
WHEREAS, on January 25, 2010, MMSD approved an addendum to the 2020 Facilities Plan regarding the Franklin/Muskego Metropolitan Interceptor Sewer project “in order to comply with facilities planning requirements and preserve funding eligibility for this project;” and
WHEREAS, on September 27, 2010, MMSD approved an amendment to the 2010 Capital Budget authorizing the Executive Director of MMSD “to enter into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with the City of Franklin for design and construction of the Ryan Creek Interceptor project consistent with the recommendations; and
WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Agreement would repay the City of Franklin a “purchase amount (which) shall be the principal amount of Franklin’s Clean Water Loan Fund Loan, plus interest calculated using the actual interest rate, with the total amount estimated at this time to be $41.1 million, with payments by the District commencing in 2015;” and

WHEREAS, many communities and homeowners already within the MMSD service area have experienced flooding that could be mitigated by capital improvements by MMSD that have not been authorized due to lack of funds; and
WHEREAS, by agreeing to install sewer service to an area of the City of Franklin that is sparsely inhabited in order to encourage speculative development, it is argued MMSD may be placing a higher priority on spending its limited capital improvement dollars on expansion than other much needed flood mitigation and pollution control projects; and
WHEREAS, an advisory, non-binding referendum would allow Milwaukee County residents to express their opinion on the Ryan Creek Interceptor project and provide MMSD feedback on its capital improvement plans; and
WHEREAS, a County-wide advisory referendum can only be authorized by the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on September 20, 2011, the Committee on Parks Energy and Environment recommended rejection of the said request (vote 5-2)l and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on September 26, 2011, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations made no recommendation by virtue of a tie vote (Vote 2-2); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, as follows:


Section 1.  Referendum Election.  The County Clerk is hereby directed to call an advisory referendum election to be held in the County at the regularly scheduled election to be held on April 3, 2012, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the County the proposition of whether the plan by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to pay approximately $41.1 million to the City of Franklin for the costs related to building the Ryan Creek Interceptor project should proceed.  The referendum shall be held, noticed and conducted following the procedures set forth in Section 59.52(25) of the Wisconsin Statutes.


Section 2.  Official Referendum Ballot Form.  The ballot to be used at the referendum election shall be prepared in accordance with the provisions of Sections 5.64(2) and 7.08(1)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The ballot shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.

EXHIBIT A


OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT

April 3, 2012
Notice to electors:  this BALLOT MAY BE INVALID UNLESS INITIALED BY TWO (2) ELECTION INSPECTORS.  IF CAST AS AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, THE BALLOT MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE MUNICIPAL CLERK OR DEPUTY CLERK.

If you desire to vote on the question, make a cross (X) in the square beneath the question after “YES” if in favor of the question or make a cross (X) in the square after “NO” if opposed to the question.

ADVISORY REFERENDUM

Shall the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District (MMSD) proceed with a plan to expand the district to include all of the City of Franklin and the City of Muskego and pay approximately $41.1 million for the construction of the Ryan Creek Interceptor sewer from MMSD tax levies?
	YES      
	
	NO   
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