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Date:		January 12, 2014			

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:		John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Cudahy Sportsmen’s Club – INFORMATIONAL


ISSUE
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) presenting a verbal report regarding the lease with the Cudahy Sportsmen’s Club.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC signed a lease and easement agreement with the Cudahy Sportsmen’s Club (Club) in July 1998 for a one year term with mutually agreed one year renewals.  Under the agreement, either party could opt not to extend the lease with written notification by November 30 of the current lease year.  The Club pays Milwaukee County $3,000 annual rent that has been adjusted by a percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index that does not exceed 3%.  The annual payment to Milwaukee County for 2014 totaled $3,836.91.

On November 3, 2014, the DPRC notified the Club in writing of its intention to not extend the year-to-year lease due to the following concerns:
· Lead shot falling into Lake Michigan where it remains indefinitely and poses a danger to the quality of the water, public health and the health of aquatic animals;
· Lead shot lodged in and left in the soil on the leased premises;
· Pollution associated with shotgun wads and broken clay targets that are discarded on the site, migrate to other areas, and may subsequently be washed into Lake Michigan;
· Erosion of the face of the bluff due to deforestation by the Club to clear the shooting area;
· Possible leaching into soil and/or water of hazardous substances from clay targets which are bound together with petroleum-based substances.​

In addition to meeting with the Club, the DPRC met with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the County Executive’s Office, Corporation Counsel, and members of the County Board of Supervisors regarding the above stated concerns.

On November 19, 2014, the County Board of Supervisors and County Executive amended the Fiscal Year 2015 County Budget in order to extend the Club’s lease through December 31, 2015.  

On December 11, 2014, both Milwaukee County and the Club received a letter from the DNR (Attachment) acknowledging that a “hazardous substance discharge, including lead contamination in soil…” occurred and is considered environmental pollution.  The DNR has identified both parties as responsible for investigation and restoring the site.

On December 12, 2014 a meeting was held to discuss the status of the Club and to specifically discuss the responsible party letter that the Club and Milwaukee County received from the DNR.  A follow-up meeting is scheduled for the week of January 19. The DPRC will continue to work with the Club on a smooth transition to vacate the premises and remediate the site pursuant to the adopted budget and state and/or federal regulations.
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RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.


Prepared by: Guy Smith, Chief of Operations


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director






Attachment A – Lease Agreement
Attachment B – DNR Letter

copy:	Chris Abele, County Executive
	Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
	Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Sup. Patricia Jursik, District 8, County Board of Supervisors
	Erica Horton, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, DAS - Admin & Fiscal Affairs
	Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
	Alexis Gassenhuber, PEEC Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
	Steve Keith, Sustainability and Environmental Engineer, DAS/FM – AE&E
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