By Supervisors Nicholson, Johnson, Jr., Eckblad,			    File No. 24-825
O’Connor, Capriolo, and Logsdon


A RESOLUTION

Authorizing the Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) to provide a bus and paratransit fare discount of up to $1.00 per person on Election Day, November 5, 2024, to promote access to the polls and encourage and voter participation, endorsing Federal Transit Administration guidance to promote civic engagement, and authorizing an appropriation transfer of $22,000 from Agency 194-1945 Appropriation for Contingencies to Agency 560-5683 MCTS


	WHEREAS, inscribed on the eastern façade of the Milwaukee County Courthouse are the words, “Vox populi vox Dei”, Latin for “The voice of the people is the voice of God”; and
	
	WHEREAS, Founding Father Thomas Paine once wrote, “The right of voting for representatives is the primary right by which other rights are protected”; and 

	WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is often behind other Wisconsin counties in turnout of eligible and registered voters, as evidenced by the 2022 turnout of registered voters:

· 81.1%	- Ozaukee County
· 80.9% - Washington County
· 80.4% - Dane County
· 68.8% - Milwaukee County

; and

	WHEREAS, enfranchisement is the foundation of a functioning democracy, ensuring that all eligible citizens have the right and ability to participate in the electoral process; and

	WHEREAS, transportation barriers can prevent many individuals from reaching their polling place, effectively disenfranchising them from the electoral process and diminishing overall civic engagement; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County seeks to emphasize the importance of voting and encourage all citizens to exercise their civic duty by reducing the cost of bus and paratransit trips to polling places on Election Day; and

WHEREAS, in 2022, the Milwaukee County Board Committees on Finance and Transportation and Transit recommended File No. 22-993 for adoption, encouraging Election Day turnout in Milwaukee County through the provision of no-cost bus service and paratransit trips to polling places on November 8, 2022; and

WHEREAS, the Corporation Counsel raised concerns to the County Board about the legality of the measure, and the file was not adopted in September of 2022; and

WHEREAS, the 2023 Adopted Budget, as amended by the County Board, declared it is the policy of Milwaukee County to promote citizen access to voter polls in the administration of fair elections; and

WHEREAS, the budget also requested that the County Department of Transportation and Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS), working with the Office of Corporation Counsel, submit a legally permissible plan to provide free rides to all riders on all election days for approval by the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, on May 8, 2023, the Committee on Judiciary, Law Enforcement and General Services reviewed File No. 23-535, which included a memo from the Office of Corporation Counsel providing legal guidance on the ability to provide free transit rides to the polls on election days; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel opined that any provision of free rides to the polls, available to the general public, whether funded by public or private dollars, is illegal per Section 12.11(1m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes, but a fare discount not exceeding $1.00 per person may be permissible under state statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel memo also provided guidance from the Federal Transit Administration regarding using transit to promote civic engagement, including:

· providing non-partisan information and registration materials at transit stations
· using high-traffic transit stations to place absentee ballot or registration drop-off boxes
· implementing temporary service changes to make polling locations easier to reach, such as more frequent service or extended service hours on days that polls are open, or special service to polling locations if they are not on an established route, subject to the FTA’s charter rule
· changes to maps, wayfinding devices, or mobile apps, subject to Title VI and ADA obligations, or temporary signage directing riders to stops located near polling places or where voter registration or ballot drop-off boxes are located
· coordination with between transit systems and local election authorities to ensure polling sites are in locations that are easily accessible to transit

; and

	WHEREAS, a $1 fare discount would reduce the regular bus fare from $2 to $1, and the paratransit fare from $4 to $3; and

	WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors aims to promote civic engagement by providing a transit and paratransit fare discount not to exceed $1.00 on election days and endorsing the FTA guidance outlined above and MCTS’ execution of the same; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that in an effort to promote civic engagement, reduce transportation barriers, and increase equitable access to polling places, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs MCTS to implement a fare discount of up to $1.00 per person for all bus and paratransit services on Election Day, November 5, 2024, to the extent permissible under federal transportation law, thereby raising awareness, encouraging voter participation, and ensuring broader access to the ballot box; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors endorses the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) guidance on promoting civic engagement, as referenced in this resolution, and requests that MCTS integrate this guidance into their standard operating procedures, to the extent that it has not been previously incorporated; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the Office of the Comptroller and the Department of Administrative Services to process an administrative transfer of $22,000 from Agency 194-1945 Appropriation for Contingencies to Agency 560-5683 Milwaukee County Transit System to cover costs related to the reduced fares occurred on November 5, 2024; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MCTS is requested to submit a report to the County Board of Supervisors no later than the March 2025 meeting cycle, detailing the results of the November 5, 2024, Election Day reduced fare initiative, the efforts to incorporate the FTA civic engagement guidance into transit and paratransit operations, and the steps necessary to establish the fare discount as a standard practice for future election days; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is not intended to authorize any form of reimbursement for weekly or monthly transit passes that have already been purchased.
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