By Supervisor Rice 
Journal,


File No. 11-

A RESOLUTION

Providing for advisory referenda on the April 3, 2012 election ballot on the questions of reform of County government through a reduction in the size and compensation of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors.
WHEREAS, a strong public interest exists in meaningful reform of Milwaukee County government; and

WHEREAS, the efficient operation of County government is aided by a County Board exercising its proper role as a policy-making body; and

WHEREAS, different perceptions about the rewards and sacrifices of public service and the breadth of duties and responsibilities of a Milwaukee County Supervisor generates public interest in determining whether the job of Milwaukee County Supervisor should be full-time or part-time; and 

WHEREAS, neither Wisconsin Statutes nor Milwaukee county ordinances specify whether the position of Milwaukee County Supervisors should be considered full- or part-time; and 

WHEERAS, despite the lack of clarity and direction regarding whether the position shall be considered full-time or part-time, the salary associated with the position of Milwaukee County Supervisor, at $50,679 per annum, along with health insurance and pension benefits, appears to constitute compensation consistent with a full-time position; and  

WHEREAS, according to the Wisconsin Counties Association, the national average size of County Boards is 6.23 members; and

WHEREAS, over the past decade Milwaukee County has experienced significant reduction in the number of employees and has seen the elimination of major areas of responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County government is unique among Wisconsin counties in being the sole county without unincorporated areas thus reducing the degree of county oversight required; and  

WHEREAS, the continuing budgetary pressures and structural deficit facing Milwaukee County call out for a thorough examination of cost-savings measures in all areas of county government, including the budget for the County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, in light of the renewed interest in and emphasis upon the need to restructure county government, it is appropriate to reexamine the size and responsibilities of the Milwaukee County Board; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. 59.10 (1)(c), Wisconsin Statutes, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors has the authority to determine and amend the compensations for supervisors; and

WHEREAS, in light of Milwaukee County’s pressing fiscal challenges and in the interest of determining the public’s view of the proper role of the County Board, it is appropriate for the citizens of Milwaukee County to have their say on whether the size of the County Board should be reduced and whether the position of County Board Supervisors should be full-time or part-time in nature; and

WHEREAS, prior to acting to reform the scope of employment and benefits for the position of County Board Supervisor, the County Board of Supervisors wishes to call an advisory referendum to allow the citizens of Milwaukee County to have a direct voice in determining the appropriate level of responsibilities for the position of County Board Supervisor; and 

WHEREAS, this referendum would be on the questions of whether the size of the county board should be reduced and whether the position of County Board Supervisor should be determined to be part-time, with commensurate wages and benefits; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, as follows:


Section 1.  Referendum Election.  The County Clerk is hereby directed to call an advisory referendum election to be held at the regularly scheduled election to be held on April 3, 2012, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the county the propositions of whether the position of Milwaukee County Supervisor should be considered a part-time position with commensurate wages and benefits and whether the size of the Milwaukee County Board should be reduced to nine members.


Section 2.  Official Referendum Ballot Form.  The ballot to be used at the referendum election shall be prepared in accordance with the provision of Sections 5.64(2) and 7.08 (1)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The ballot shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.
EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT

APRIL 3, 2012

If you desire to vote on the question, mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “YES”  if  in favor of the question or  mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “NO”  if opposed to  the question.

ADVISORY REFERENUM
Do you support compensating the position of Milwaukee County Supervisor at a level that reflects the position being considered part-time in nature?  



YES  






NO  

ADVISORY REFERENUM
Shall the size of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors be reduced from the current number of  eighteen (18) Supervisors to nine (9) Supervisors? 



YES  






NO  

