By Supervisor Martin							       File No. 19-600


[bookmark: _GoBack]A RESOLUTION

Supporting the State of Wisconsin prohibiting schools from performing any form of lunch shaming to students or their parental guardians and requiring all schools to provide meals to all students regardless of ability to pay


	WHEREAS, in March 2014, the United States Department of Agriculture found approximately 40 percent of school districts served an alternate meal for those unable to pay for their meals and approximately three percent of school districts refused service to students unable to pay; and 

	WHEREAS, on April 30, 2017, the New York Times published a story titled, “Shaming Children So Parents Will Pay the School Lunch Bill,” detailing the stigmatization of students and/or their parents who were unable to pay for their meals by offering inferior quality meals and/or public shaming for failure to pay; and

	WHEREAS, the aforementioned New York Times article quoted a woman whose “son refuses to eat peanut butter because it reminds him of middle school in western Minneapolis, when students with debt were sent to a table to make peanut butter sandwiches.  ‘The humiliation has persisted for 20 years.’”; and

	WHEREAS, in March 2017, the State of New Mexico passed 2017 Senate Bill 374, the “Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act”, which required all public schools to provide lunches to all students regardless of ability to pay and prohibited any form of shaming students; and

	WHEREAS, not allowing students to eat and/or shaming them or their parents for an inability to pay is not conducive for a learning environment nor for growing minds to obtain adequate nutrition; and

WHEREAS, State of Wisconsin legislation, 2019 Assembly Bill 84, would prohibit lunch shaming for those students who are unable to pay for a meal at school; now, therefore,
 
	BE IT RESOLVED, Milwaukee County hereby supports State legislation which would do the following:

· Mandate schools provide lunch or breakfast to any student upon request

· Mandate the governing body of a school make parents or guardians of students aware of the application process for free or reduced-price quality meals or automatically apply on the behalf of the student which the governing body has deemed qualified for a free or reduced-price quality meal 

· Prohibit schools from:

· Shaming any student who is unable to pay for a quality meal or who has accumulated debt related to a quality meal
· Providing different levels of quality in meals offered to students based on ability to pay
· Mandating students who are unable to purchase a quality meal perform any sort of task or labor which a student who purchases a quality meal would not have to do
· Compelling or forcing students who have received a quality meal to dispose of the meal due to an inability to pay or accumulated debt from acquiring quality meals
· Directly communicate with a student regarding the student’s inability to pay or accumulation of debt related to quality meals
· Mandating or compelling student parents or guardians from paying any cost related to the school contracting with a collection agency regarding any debt for students acquiring a quality meal

; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Office of Government Affairs staff is authorized and requested to communicate the contents of this resolution to State policymakers and support legislation that achieves the criteria outlined in this resolution.
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