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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE:
April 16, 2012

TO:

Chairperson, County Board of Supervisors



Chairperson, Transportation, Public Works & Transit Committee

FROM:
Frank Busalacchi, Director, Department of Transportation

SUBJECT:
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AN INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE FOR RELOCATION OF CITY UTILITIES IN HOWELL AVENUE
POLICY

Authorization to negotiate and execute an Inter-governmental Agreement with the City of Milwaukee that authorizes payment for the relocation of City of Milwaukee utilities in Howell Avenue for the purpose of constructing a new perimeter road bridge over Howell Avenue requires County Board approval.

BACKGROUND

Increased airline traffic has prompted renewed nation-wide vigilance of aviation safety.  Accordingly, in recent years there has been an increasing need to add more safety related features and aids on the nation’s commercial airports.  One such feature is to provide and maintain a secured perimeter roadway system whereby airport support vehicles can access all reaches of the airfield without the need to cross open taxiways and runways or travel on public streets.  The airport currently has a perimeter road extending from the north side of runway 7R and extending around the north end of the airport to the Northeast Hangar area.   With the current Runway Safety Area project the perimeter road system is being extended southerly around the west end of runway 7R eastward to the west side of Howell Avenue.  This project proposes to provide a bridge over Howell Avenue that will connect the perimeter road to the east side of Howell Avenue at Citation Way.  With future projects this road will ultimately extend to the south end of the runway 1L for access to the southeast corner of the airfield.

The proposed perimeter road bridge over Howell Avenue has been sited and sized to minimize impacts to existing utilities within the Howell Avenue right of way.  However, conflicts with existing utilities can’t be avoided entirely.  An Inter-governmental Agreement with the City of Milwaukee is proposed to address the cost and responsibility for design and construction to relocate City utilities as necessary to permit construction of the proposed bridge.  The Inter-governmental Agreement proposes to compensate the City for the City’s cost to design sanitary sewer, communication and street lighting relocations, as well as the cost for City staff to complete the construction of the street lighting relocation.  The City’s design costs and lighting construction costs are a not to exceed amount totaling $56,550.  The cost for construction of the sanitary sewer and communication conduit relocations is estimated at $151,000.  The Project will pay for relocation of the sanitary sewer and communication facilities directly by including these relocation efforts in the bridge contract.

Howell Avenue is a Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) State Trunk Highway.  The City’s utilities are in WisDOT’s right of way by permit.  The Airport’s proposed perimeter road bridge will also be constructed in WisDOT’s right of way by permit.  Since the proposed bridge project is not a WisDOT project or a project in County right of way, the County Airport is obligated to pay for relocation of the City’s utilities. 

RECOMMENDATION

Airport staff recommends that the Director of Transportation be given the authorization to negotiate and execute an Inter-governmental Agreement with the City of Milwaukee that authorizes payment for the relocation of City of Milwaukee utilities in Howell Avenue for the purpose of constructing a new perimeter road bridge over Howell Avenue.

FISCAL NOTE

There are sufficient funds in the current budget to cover the fees due the City of Milwaukee per the Inter-governmental Agreement.  A related fund transfer to increase the overall project budget to reflect the estimated current project cost has been submitted for Board consideration.  The source of funding for this project is 75% Federal AIP with 12.5% State funding and a local 12.5% PFC funding match.  There is no effect on the tax levy of Milwaukee County.

Prepared by:  Karl Stave, P.E., Project Manager

Approved by:

________________________________
__________________________________

Frank Busalacchi, Director


C. Barry Bateman, Airport Director
Department of Transportation
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