Supervisor James Schmitt, Chairperson,

From the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations reporting on:


File No. 11-132/RES 11-158
(Journal, March 17, 2011)

(ITEM 1) A resolution by Supervisor Holloway, supporting changes to the “Juvenile Justice Code,” specifically State Statute, 938.34 (3), governing the ability of the juvenile  court to place a youth in a secure detention facility beyond 30 days and the use of more than one placement to maximize service options available to adjudicated youth
A RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the sustained population declines at Wisconsin’s Juvenile Correctional Institutions (JCIs) has raised per capita costs at the State’s two male juvenile institutions, Ethan Allen School (EAS) in Wales and Lincoln Hills School (LHS) in Irma; and 

WHEREAS, in April, 2010, Governor Doyle appointed a statewide Juvenile Corrections Review Committee to determine how best to serve juvenile offenders in the future while reducing costs, including possible consolidation of the two State male JCIs and/or programming; and

WHEREAS, in June, 2010, the Juvenile Corrections Review Committee issued their final report, which stated that while they would not recommend which JCI to close, that “it is not fiscally or programmatically feasible to continue to operate two male JCIs and that the department should proceed with consolidation of EAS and LHS”; and

WHEREAS, should the State ultimately decide to close EAS, even though a majority of JCI placements come from southeastern Wisconsin, Milwaukee County’s only option for male JCI placement would be more than a seven hour round-trip drive away; and

WHEREAS, over the last several years both Milwaukee County and other counties have  invested time, effort, and financial resources to develop smart and responsible alternatives to JCI placement, which is the most restrictive response to youth adjudicated delinquent; and 

WHEREAS, best practices for community reentry suggest that placement of locations facilitating family contact are critical as well as provide the opportunity to maintain and or engage the resources of the community that can improve the likelihood of successful reentry ; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, Racine County began operating the  Alternatives to Corrections through Education (ACE) Program as an innovative alternative to JCI placement, leveraging existing resources and maintaining local control, in response to the increasing use of State JCIs and the length of stays experienced by juveniles; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 DCSD met with Racine County officials regarding a possible pilot program to determine if the ACE Program was an appropriate alternative to JCI placement for some Milwaukee County juvenile offenders; and


WHEREAS, while representatives from Milwaukee County’s juvenile justice community recognize that programming such as ACE may be a useful alternative to JCI placement, concern has been raised by Milwaukee County District Attorneys  regarding a possible conflict in the language contained in State Statute 938.34 (3); and

WHEREAS, changes in the aforementioned statutory language would allow for more local flexibility in tailoring a short-term secure juvenile  placement to individual offenders and would assure that Milwaukee County youth would have the option of placement closer to home; and 

WHEREAS, current State Statute 938.34 (3) (f) 3., would subject the use of a placement in a secure detention facility for purposes of disposition to the adoption of a resolution approved by the County Board of Supervisors under State Statute 938.06 (5); and
WHEREAS, the Committee on Health and Human Needs, at its meeting of March 9, 2011, recommended approval of the said resolution (vote 6-0); and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations, at its meeting of 

March 14, 2011, recommended approval of the said resolution (vote 6-0); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby supports changes to the State Statute, 938.34 (3), governing the ability of the circuit court to place a youth in a secure detention facility beyond 30 days and the use of more than one placement to maximize service options available to adjudicated youth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby supports the following changes to State Statute 938.34 (3)(f): 

938.34 (3)(f) A juvenile detention facility or juvenile portion of a county jail that meets the standards promulgated by the department by rule, or in a place of nonsecure custody designated by the court, and in addition to placements under sub. (a), (b), (c), (cm), (d), and (e), subject to all of the following: 
938.34 (3) (f) 1. The placement may be for any combination of single or consecutive days totaling not more than 180. The juvenile shall be given credit against the period of detention or nonsecure custody imposed under this paragraph for all time spent in secure detention in connection with the course of conduct for which the detention or nonsecure custody was imposed.
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