File No. 13-582
(ITEM           )  From the Interim Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Administrative Services, requesting approval of the dedication of land from Milwaukee County to the City of Wauwatosa for the construction of a pedestrian bridge over Watertown Plank Road, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation’s (WisDOT) designs for an improved Watertown Plank Road include widening the road and improving free flow traffic conditions to and from the reconstructed U.S. 45 Interchange at Watertown Plank Road; and

WHEREAS, the Ronald McDonald House has requested that WisDOT provide a safe pedestrian crossing to Children’s Hospital for patients and their families, and as a result, Ronald McDonald House and Children’s Hospital have been working with WisDOT, the City of Wauwatosa (“the City”), and Milwaukee County (“the County”) staff to consider a safer pedestrian crossing; specifically, a pedestrian bridge over Watertown Plank Road; and

WHEREAS, in order to maintain free flow traffic and increase pedestrian access and safety, WisDOT has agreed to construct the bridge at its cost, and the City has agreed to maintain it; and

WHEREAS, without the bridge, pedestrian traffic would have to cross Watertown Plank Road at 92nd Street or at 87th Street, three blocks and two blocks away, respectively, which are less direct routes and are not as safe; and

WHEREAS, the proposed bridge will tie into the current skywalk at Children’s Hospital’s parking structure and main hospital building; and


WHEREAS, the County leases the land to the Ronald McDonald House on the north side and Children’s Hospital on the south side of Watertown Plank Road where the proposed pedestrian bridge towers will be constructed; and

WHEREAS, the City will provide all maintenance and upkeep of the bridge and the land under the towers, provided the land is dedicated to them by the County; and

WHEREAS, the County will not be responsible for any maintenance costs of the bridge; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Administrative Services-Facilities Management is requesting the dedication of this property to the City for the purpose of constructing the pedestrian bridge over Watertown Plank Road, which consists of 10,576 sq. ft. to the north, 9,996 sq. ft. to the south, extends 5 ft. off of the physical footprint of the bridge structure, and would be an extension of the existing right-of-way; and

WHEREAS, the dedication of these small parcels of land will not encumber or limit future development of the surrounding property; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby approves the dedication of land from Milwaukee County to the City of Wauwatosa for the construction of a pedestrian bridge over Watertown Plank Road.
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