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Date:		January 15, 2013

To:		Chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:	James Keegan, Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Amendments to the Weigel Broadcasting Co. and WISN Division – Hearst Corporation Leases  – ACTION


POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) was required by the 2012 Adopted Budget to create an Estabrook Dam Trust Account utilizing revenue generated from the Hearst Corporation and Weigel Broadcasting Co. leases.

BACKGROUND
On July 6, 1984, the DPRC entered into a lease and easement agreement with WISN Division – Hearst Corporation (WISN), the owner of WISN 12 Milwaukee.  The WISN Lease has a term of ninety-nine years and permits WISN to construct and maintain five satellite dishes, a service station, a paved service drive, a parking area, and a broadcasting tower in Estabrook Park.

The DPRC entered into a lease with Weigel Broadcasting Co. (Weigel), the owner of CBS 58 Milwaukee, on February 21, 1995.  The Weigel Lease has a term of twenty-five years and may be renewed upon mutual written agreement of DPRC and Weigel for two additional ten-year terms.  The Weigel Lease permits them to construct and maintain five satellite dishes and a broadcasting tower in Lincoln Park.

The 2012 Adopted Budget (Amendment 1A 054) required the creation of a designated Estabrook Dam Trust Account, which will receive future year’s revenue from the broadcasting towers leased to the Hearst Corporation and Weigel Broadcasting Co.  The trust account will be designated for future maintenance of the Estabrook Dam, for improvements to the recreational access of the upstream areas of the river, and uses approved by the County Board.

The attached Lease Amendments redirect the revenue from Parks General Revenue to the designated Estabrook Dam Trust Account.

RECOMMENDATION
The Interim Parks Director respectfully recommends approval of amendments to the Weigel Broadcasting Co. and Hearst Corporation leases.


Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration & External Affairs

Recommended by:				Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	James Keegan, Interim Parks Director



Attachment A – Amendment to Lease – Weigel Broadcasting Co.
Attachment B – Amendment to Lease – Hearst Corporation 

Cc:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitsch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supv. Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Supv. Theodore Lipscomb, District 1
Vincent Masterson, Fiscal & Strategic Asset Coordinator, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
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