By Supervisor Wasserman                 					File No. 24-673


A RESOLUTION

Establishing a policy preference for designating bicycles lanes with white paint for Capital Improvement Project WH0250 East Mason Street Bridge over Lincoln Memorial Drive 

	WHEREAS, Milwaukee County and other local governments have been redesigning and refurbishing roads to make them safer for all users, especially pedestrians and cyclists; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County Capital Improvements Project WH0250 – East Mason Street Bridge over Lincoln Memorial Drive will rehabilitate a 675-foot span of deck bridge at an expected cost of $1,445,000, with 80% of it funded with State/Federal funds; and

WHEREAS, the East Mason Street Bridge leads up to the County-owned War Memorial Center, which was designed by Eero Saarinen, and is attached to the Art Museum, which features the Quadracci Pavilion designed by another renowned architect, Santiago Calatrava; and

WHEREAS, these architectural landmarks, which are seen by thousands of visitors to our community each year, demand that the aesthetics of the nearby area not detract from their historical significance and beauty; and

WHEREAS, one of the standard colors for bike lanes is green which provides high visibility and impact but may not be the best option for blending in aesthetically with the adjacent historical buildings and lakefront areas; and

WHEREAS, using white paint would help provide a seamless visible transition between the bike lanes and the existing architecture and landscape; now, therefore,

	BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby establishes a policy preference that any bike lanes designated for Capital Improvement Project WH0250 – East Mason Street Bridge over Lincoln Memorial Drive be designated with white painted color lanes that enhances, rather than detracts, from the beauty and significance of the War Memorial Center, Art Museum and the surrounding environment while protecting bike riders; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Department of Transportation (MCDOT), working in conjunction with the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture, is requested to provide a report to the County Board on the status of this project, including the design preference contained in resolution, as soon as practicable.
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