
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
Inter-Office Communication

Date:		January 20, 2022

To:		Marcelia Nicholson, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:		Stu Carron, Director, Facilities Management, DAS

Subject:	From the Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Administrative Services, requesting adoption of the watershed restoration plan for the Oak Creek watershed as set forth in SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 330.

File Type:	Action Report


REQUEST
Requesting adoption of the watershed restoration plan for the Oak Creek watershed as set forth in SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 330

POLICY

	Wisconsin State Statutes:
	

	Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances:
	

	Specific Adopted Budget:
	

	Specific Adopted Budget Amendment:
	

	Specific Adopted Capital Project:
	



	Related File No’s:
	15-772

	Associated File No’s
(Including Transfer Packets):
	

	Previous Action Date(s):
	12/8/2015 (15-772)



BACKGROUND

Milwaukee County, the City of South Milwaukee, and the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District executed an agreement with the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) on January 5, 2016 (File 15-772), for the development of a watershed restoration plan for the Oak Creek watershed.  This plan includes recommendations for the management of water resources in the watershed.  These recommendations address issues and problems related to water quality, recreational access and use, habitat conditions, problems related to flooding, and the status of the Oak Creek Mill Pond and Mill Pond dam in the Oak Creek watershed. The restoration plan outlines several possible alternatives for the redevelopment of the Oak Creek Mill Pond for consideration.  
This effort has been completed and has been published in a report entitled SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 330, A Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed, December 2021.

The watershed restoration plan for the Oak Creek watershed prepared by the Commission is a valuable guide to the development of not only the watershed, but the community.  Adoption of the plan by Milwaukee County will assure a common understanding by the several governmental levels and agencies concerned, enable these entities to program the necessary plan implementation work, and comply with the 2016 Agreement with SEWPRC,


Highlights of the 2016 Agreement with SEWPRC
· The agreement established the scope, content, schedule and allocated costs for the watershed plan.  The County’s share was $18,950 out of the $542,900 total project cost.
· The agreement highlights four focus issues to be addressed:  water quality, recreational use, habitat conditions, and targeted stormwater drainage and flooding issues.
· The status of the Mill Pond and Mill Pond Dam will be considered within the framework of the four focus issues.
· The agreement outlined each participants’ responsibilities.


Highlights of the SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 330, A Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed, December 2021
· The Watershed Restoration Plan was submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource to review for consistency with the USEPA nine key elements for a watershed plan, the approval of which will make projects within the plan eligible for federal funding.
· The plan identifies over 400 projects to address water quality, recreation, habitat, and flooding issues within the watershed, to be implemented by various agencies and plan partners. 
· The plan identifies five alternatives for the Oak Creek Mill Pond and Mill Pond dam including dam repair, various pond restoration alternatives, and dam removal.


ALIGNMENT TO STRATEGIC PLAN
This item aligns to the objective 2A in the strategic plan:
2A:	Determine what, where, and how we deliver services to advance health equity

Following through on our commitment to address environmental issues of the Oak Creek watershed will improve community health and resilience.

FISCAL EFFECT
Adoption of the Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed has no immediate fiscal effect as it does not provide for fiscal commitments on the part of Milwaukee County.  Adoption of the Plan signals County support for the recommendations in the plan and interest in involvement with implementation.  This action does not obligate Milwaukee County to additional capital or operating costs.  Any fiscal obligations associated with implementation of the plan would be addressed under separate requests with defined actions and outcomes. This action will not affect the current budget year.  

TERMS
There are no contractual commitments included in the Adoption of the Plan.  The plan focuses on a 30-year implementation period, but in reality will be much longer.

VIRTUAL MEETING INVITES
Stuart Carron, Director, Facilities Management Division, DAS
Timothy Detzer, Principal Environmental Engineer, DAS-FM
Laura Herrick, Chief Environmental Engineer, SEWRPC; lherrick@sewrpc.org

PREPARED BY:
Timothy Detzer, Principal Environmental Engineer, DAS-FM

APPROVED BY:
Stuart Carron
Stuart Carron, Director, Facilities Management Division, DAS Department of Administrative Services

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Fiscal Note
2. Resolution
3. SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 330, A Restoration Plan for the Oak Creek Watershed, December 2021
4. Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement
5.  Aerial map of the Oak Creek Watershed

cc:	David Crowley, Milwaukee County Executive
Sup. Jason Haas, Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
Sup. Sheldon A. Wasserman, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee 
Mary Jo Myers, Chief of Staff, Office of the County Executive
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Aaron Hertzberg, Director, Department of Administrative Services
Steven Cady, Research and Policy Director, Office of the Comptroller
Janelle M. Jensen, Manager, Legislative Services, Office of the County Clerk 
