File No. 12-80

(ITEM       )  From Corporation Counsel, requesting authorization to amend the contract with Buelow, Vetter, Buikema, Olson & Vliet LLC (“Buelow, Vetter”) to represent Milwaukee County in labor relations matters involving Milwaukee County and Milwaukee County employee unions, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has required and will continue to require the assistance of private counsel with specialized knowledge and experience in the area of labor and employment law to advise and represent Milwaukee County in labor relations matters involving Milwaukee County and Milwaukee County employee unions; and


WHEREAS, the County Board approved a contract with Buelow, Vetter on September 30, 2010, (File No. 10-294) for that purpose; and 


WHEREAS, Buelow Vetter has represented, and continues to represent, Milwaukee County in multiple lawsuits, in declaratory ruling proceedings and in interest arbitration and other proceedings before the Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission (WERC); and 


WHEREAS, it is advantageous to Milwaukee County to continue to retain the services of Buelow, Vetter to provide advice and representation in labor relations matters with Milwaukee County employee unions because of its extensive background and experience in those matters and its continuing representation of Milwaukee County in several pending litigation and interest arbitration matters; and


WHEREAS, it is expected that the need for these services will be extensive as a result of the significant number of currently pending matters that require the firm’s continued handling; and


WHEREAS, the sum of $149,612.37 has been paid to Buelow, Vetter in 2010 and 2011 for the various legal services described in this resolution; and 

WHEREAS, there are sufficient funds in the 2011 and 2012 litigation reserve accounts to pay for the legal services described in this resolution; and
WHEREAS, at its meeting on January 26, 2012, the Committee on Finance and Audit recommended approval of the said request (vote 6-0); and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on January, 27, 2012, the Committee on Personnel concurred with the actions of the Finance and Audit Committee to approve (vote 7-0); now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Corporation Counsel is authorized and directed to amend the contract with Buelow Vetter Buikema Olson & Vliet LLC to advise and represent Milwaukee County in labor relations matters with Milwaukee County employee unions, for a total amount not to exceed $275,000 and with an hourly rate not to exceed $260.00, for payment of legal services in 2011 and 2012.
H:\Shared\COMCLERK\Committees\2012\Jan\F&A\Resolutions\12-80.doc
2

