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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE:

October 13, 2014
TO:
Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors

FROM:
Teig Whaley-Smith, Economic Development Director, Department of Administrative Services

SUBJECT:
Purchase Proposal from David Shanklin for Property at 7133 W Becher St–West Allis, WI
REQUEST 

Authorization to accept an offer to purchase for the property at 7133 W Becher St, West Allis, WI from David Shanklin, pursuant to County Code 6.03(4) related to offers to purchase of lands under County Control.
BACKGROUND 


The Real Estate Section of Economic Development Division has received an offer to purchase from Mr. Shanklin and his business, Dave’s Famous Pickles, Peppers and Jams, LLC for the above mentioned commercial building in West Allis.  It is Mr. Shanklin’s intent to rehab the property and turn it into a commercial kitchen for the purposes of growing his business.  The Offer price of $1.00 is 100% of Appraised value according to the latest appraisal conducted by the County on August 13, 2014.
The Becher St. property is currently condemned and slated for demolition per the City of West Allis.  After discussions with the West Allis departments of Public Works and Community Development, the City has agreed to hold off on demolition in the hopes that a satisfactory deal can be made with Mr. Shanklin.  

Once the property is under contract with an accepted offer, Mr. Shanklin will submit a business plan to the West Allis Community Development Dept.  That plan will include construction cost estimates for the full renovation of the property, financing, as well as zoning and permits to allow for the site to be used as a commercial kitchen.  If the City is satisfied with the Business Plan, all contingencies in the offer will be satisfied and the County will be allowed to sell.

If the contingency of City approval is not satisfied, the Offer will be voided and the County will retain ownership.  The City will then proceed with demolition.  If the site is razed and the County is left with a vacant site it will be considerably more difficult to market and sell the property.  The site is currently non-conforming for West Allis zoning standards due to the size and dimension of the lot.  At 23 feet wide, the lot is too narrow for any new construction to occur.

This item was submitted to the Passive Review Process on September 5, 2014 with an objection coming from Supervisor Weishan on September 9th.  The item was pulled and is now before the Committee for full review.
RECOMMENDATION 

Approval is recommended for the Offer to Purchase.  The opportunity to assist in the growth of a small business is a core mission of the County and Economic Development.  The sale will also alleviate the County of the liability from a potentially unmarketable excess remnant property.
_____________________________

Teig Whaley-Smith

Economic Development Director, Department of Administrative Services

Attachments:
 Offer to Purchase, Appraisal, Map of Property
cc: 
Chris Abele, County Executive 

Supervisor Patricia Jursik, Chair, Economic & Community Development Committee (ECD)

Supervisor David Bowen, Vice Chair, ECD Committee


Supervisor Willie Johnson, Jr., ECD Committee


Supervisor James (Luigi) Schmitt, ECD Committee


Supervisor Steve F. Taylor, ECD Committee


Supervisor Khalif Rainey, ECD Committee


Don Tyler, Director, Department of Administrative Services


Julie Esch, Director of Operations, Department of Administrative Services

Raisa Koltun, Chief of State, Office of the County Executive


Jill Suurmeyer, Research Analyst

Shanin Brown, Committee Coordinator

David Cialdini, Economic Development Project Manager

