MILWAUKEE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


DATE:	October 1, 2024	

AMENDMENT NO.  1 to Item #1

	Resolution File No. 	24-825
	Ordinance File No.	

COMMITTEE:	Finance

OFFERED BY SUPERVISOR(S):	  Nicholson		

ADD AND/OR DELETE AS FOLLOWS:

Amend the final WHEREAS clause and add a new WHEREAS clause as follows:

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors aims to promote civic engagement by providing a transit and paratransit fare discount not to exceed $1.00 on election days and endorsing the FTA guidance outlined above and MCTS’ execution of the same; now, therefore, and
	
	WHEREAS, at its meeting on October 1, 2024, the Committee on Finance received testimony that the original legal opinion related to discounted transit fares on Election Day included in File No. 23-535 is unchanged and remains valid, however, there are new questions related to the amount of the discount and the applicability to fixed route and paratransit fares that require additional analysis before a definitive answer can be provided; now, therefore,


Amend the BE IT RESOLVED clauses and add a BIFR clause as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that in an effort to promote civic engagement, reduce transportation barriers, and increase equitable access to polling places, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs MCTS to implement a fare discount of up to $1.00 per person for all bus and paratransit services on Election Day, November 5, 2024, to the extent permissible under state and federal transportation law, thereby raising awareness, encouraging voter participation, and ensuring broader access to the ballot box; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, it may be possible to provide a 0.50 cent fare discount for bus and a $1.00 discount for paratransit that meets the FTA requirement that paratransit fares be no more than double the fixed route fare; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors endorses the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) guidance on promoting civic engagement, as referenced in this resolution, and requests that MCTS integrate this guidance into their standard operating procedures, to the extent that it has not been previously incorporated; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the Office of the Comptroller and the Department of Administrative Services to process an administrative transfer of $22,000 from Agency 194-1945 Appropriation for Contingencies to Agency 560-5683 Milwaukee County Transit System to cover costs related to the reduced fares occurred on November 5, 2024, or, if determined by MCTS and legal counsel that a fare discount cannot be provided that comports to state and federal law, use the funds to implement the FTA guidance on promoting civic engagement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MCTS is requested to submit a report to the County Board of Supervisors no later than the March 2025 meeting cycle, detailing the results of the November 5, 2024, Election Day reduced fare initiative, the efforts to incorporate the FTA civic engagement guidance into transit and paratransit operations, and the steps necessary to establish the fare discount and/or carrying out the FTA guidance on promoting civic engagement as a standard practice for future election days; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is not intended to authorize any form of reimbursement for weekly or monthly transit passes that have already been purchased.
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