MILWAUKEE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


DATE:    March 16, 2023	

AMENDMENT NO.  1 to Item #4

	Resolution File No. 	23-377
	Ordinance File No.	

COMMITTEE:	Finance

OFFERED BY SUPERVISOR(S):	   Rolland		

ADD AND/OR DELETE AS FOLLOWS:

Add the following WHEREAS clauses after line 81 as follows:

WHEREAS, according to the July 21, 2022 Chicago Tribune article, “Cook County hopes to eliminate $1 billion in residents’ medical debt. Here’s how.,” Cook County, Illinois aims to leverage $12 million over the next three years to purchase and forgive $1 billion in local medical debt, and 8,333 percent return on the local investment; now, therefore, and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on March 9, 2023, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Task Force unanimously recommended a $500,000 allocation of ARPA funds for the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program, which is a complementary program to the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund Project; and

WHEREAS, to help expedite County Board approval of the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program, this resolution was amended by the Committee on Finance at its meeting on March 16, 2023, and the informational contents of the program contained in File HRA23-55 have been attached to this file and are summarized in the subsequent clauses below; and 

WHEREAS, more than 400,000 Milwaukee County residents are enrolled in Medicaid programs as of December 2022; and, due to the Federal Public Health Emergency declaration, they have been continuously eligible for Medicaid coverage, without interruption, since 2020; and
	WHEREAS, the Federal Public Health Emergency ends in April 2023, with it ending the Medicaid COVID continuous eligibility provision; the Milwaukee Enrollment Network estimates that 90,000 residents of Milwaukee County may lose their coverage between June 2023 and June 2024; and

	WHEREAS, a collective group of institutions exist that may include non-profits, health care and health insurance organizations, forming a Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program that will cover insurance premiums for Milwaukee County residents with household income between 100 and 138 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) from 2023 to 2025; the program estimates that up to 5,000 residents per year will make use of the benefit; and

	WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Strategic Plan speaks to the County’s intention to improve health of residents by investing in upstream interventions; and

	WHEREAS, ensuring residents with household income between 100 and 138 percent have adequate insurance coverage contributes to better health outcomes for those residents; and

	WHEREAS, a collective group of institutions in Dane County have operated the “Health Connect” program that covers premiums for low income residents and families for just under 10 years, with over 90 percent retention rate for program participants; the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program has been modeled after “Health Connect”; and

	WHEREAS, allocating a total of $2,113,988 to the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund ($1,613,988) and the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program ($500,000) will help improve the health of County residents; now, therefore,

AMEND THE BE IT RESOLVED clauses as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes and allocates $1,613,998 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund project administered by the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to enter into a nonprofit sole source service contract with RIP Medical Debt and authorizes the expenditure of up to $1.53 million to purchase medical debt of Milwaukee County residents with a household income between 0 and 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level and medical debts totaling at least 5 percent of their household income, and to communicate with the debtors that their medical debt has been forgiven; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS to provide contracting, fiscal oversight and project management support for the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund project for a total amount up to $83,988 for 2023 through 2026; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Office of Strategy, Budget and Performance and the Office of the Comptroller to process an administrative appropriation transfer of $1,613,998 to direct funds to DHHS for the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund program starting January 1, 2023 until December 31, 2026; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program project supported by ARPA revenue in the amount of $500,000 to the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes DHHS the expenditure of up to $500,000 to support insurance premiums of Milwaukee County residents with a household income between 100 and 138 percent of the Federal Poverty Level; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Office of Strategy, Budget and Performance and the Office of the Comptroller to process an administrative appropriation transfer of $500,000 to direct funds to DHHS for the Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program starting January 1, 2023 until December 31, 2026; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, DHHS shall provide a report no less than once per year on the status of these programs including aggregate information on the expenditures from the Medical Debt Forgiveness Fund and Milwaukee Premium Assistance Program and its impact on improving the fiscal health of Milwaukee County residents; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board authorizes the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), Department of Administrative Services (DAS), the Office of Corporation Counsel, Risk Management Division, Community Business Development Partners, Office of the Comptroller, Office of Strategy, Budget and Performance and County Executive, to prepare, review, approve, and execute all contracts and other documents, and take all actions as required for the purpose of administering the above-referenced programs funded by the American Rescue Plan Act grant allocation framework.
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