Supervisor Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairperson, 

From the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations, reporting on:

File No. 13-384
(ITEM          )  A resolution opposing State Assembly Bill 85 (AB 85) and Senate Bill 95 (SB 95), by recommending adoption of the following:  

A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, State Assembly Bill 85 (AB 85) and Senate Bill 95 (SB 95) propose a number of changes to the governance structure of Milwaukee County; and


WHEREAS, according to language in AB 85, the following changes would occur: changes related to the compensation structure by which a Milwaukee County Supervisor may be paid; changes the term length of a Milwaukee County Supervisor; limits the authority of Milwaukee County to enter into certain intergovernmental agreements; removes or transfers certain authorities of the Milwaukee County Board while increasing certain authorities of the Milwaukee County Executive and requires a binding referendum; and


WHEREAS, the aforementioned changes limit the County Board in its authority, transfers some of the Board’s current authority to the County Executive, and eliminates or modifies an existing authority or condition all together; and


WHEREAS, one of the premises of the United States Constitution, and American government in general, is the system of checks and balances, also known as the separation of powers; and


WHEREAS, in this system, the government was to be divided into three branches, each having particular powers; and


WHEREAS, these three branches are: the legislative branch that makes laws and policies; the executive branch that enforces and carries out the laws and policies created by the legislative branch; and the judicial branch that interprets laws; and


WHEREAS, not only does each branch of government have particular powers, each branch has certain powers over the other branches; and


WHEREAS, this was intended to keep the three branches in balance and prevent any one branch from ever gaining too much power and/or abusing its power; and


WHEREAS, the shift of authority proposed on AB 85 and SB 95 for Milwaukee County strengthens the County Executive’s authority, while greatly diminishing the County Boards’ authority; and


WHEREAS, while Milwaukee County is an arm of the State, Wisconsin State Statutes grant home rule authority on self-governing to all counties; and

WHEREAS, it is reasonable and prudent that changes to the structure and operation of Milwaukee County government should be discussed and advanced locally, rather than advanced solely by the State without consent or agreement by the County; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby expresses its opposition to the passage of State Assembly Bill 85 (AB 85) and Senate Bill 95 (SB 95); and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Intergovernmental Relations staff is authorized and directed to express Milwaukee County’s opposition of AB 85 and SB 95 in conformance with Chapter 1, Section 1.25(4) of Milwaukee County General Ordinances; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon adoption of this resolution, the Milwaukee County Clerk is authorized and directed to send copies of this resolution to the Governor of Wisconsin, Milwaukee State Delegation and State Assembly and Senate members.
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