File No. 12-564
(ITEM           )  From the Director, Department of Health and Human Services, requesting authorization to use the Juvenile Detention Center facility as a short-term dispositional placement pursuant to State Statute 938.06(5) in order to implement alternative local secure placement options for adjudicated youth in Milwaukee County, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, in March 2012, the Department of Health and Human Service (DHHS) - Delinquency and Court Services Division (DCSD) submitted an informational report to the Board related to the status of regional considerations for short-term secure placement options and is now returning to the Board to request authorization to implement a short-term secure placement program within the Milwaukee County Secure Detention Center - juvenile facility as a dispositional placement option for the Circuit Courts; and
WHEREAS, the 2011-2013 State Budget (Act 32) contains statutory language changes that would allow a juvenile court the ability to place a youth in a local secure detention facility for a period of up to 180 days, if authorized by a County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, state-wide, and consistent with many national trends, the juvenile justice system has experienced a continuous decline in delinquency referrals, and Milwaukee County has seen a decrease in police referrals of approximately 50% since 2000; and
WHEREAS, state juvenile correctional placements have decreased state-wide to the point that the State officially closed both the State juvenile correctional facilities operated in Southeastern Wisconsin in July 2011 and all secure correctional placements now result in youth being placed at facilities in Irma, Wisconsin; and
WHEREAS, this changing population environment and the recent changes contained in Act 32 have resulted in increasing discussion involving the ability to sustain local detention center operations in light of fiscal challenges and emerging alternatives for repurposing such facilities; and


WHEREAS, youth who present problematic behaviors resulting in a return to court and have already been found to be in need of more restrictive care would be targeted for the pilot; and

WHEREAS, as an alternative to placement with State Corrections, youth would be placed in the secure detention facility for a period not to exceed five months with judicial progress review every 60 days, and services would be delivered based on an individualized case, integrating areas identified through the youth’s assessment; and

WHEREAS, DCSD, through emerging information sharing collaborations with law enforcement would work in partnership to ensure all reasonable measures are taken to ensure public safety and success; and
WHEREAS, this initiative has the potential to save funds in the future by avoiding costly State Corrections placements, but due to the nature of the pilot and some upfront investments, DHHS is anticipating no tax levy impact for 2012; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services and the Delinquency and Court Services Division Administrator are directed to implement alternative local secure placement options for adjudicated youth in Milwaukee County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Circuit Courts to place youth into the Milwaukee County Secure Detention Center facility as a dispositional order for a period not to exceed 180 days pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 938.06(5).
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