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Date:

February 22, 2012



To:

Chairman Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
Falk Park Land Transfers

Policy 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) respectfully requests authorization to execute and perform all the actions required to implement the proposed land exchanges and easements in and near Falk Park.

Background

In February of 2011 the Milwaukee County Board adopted Res. File No. 11-62 (copy attached), which authorized the Parks Director, the Department of Transportation and Public Works, Risk Management, Corporation Counsel, and Register of Deeds to prepare and review all documents, and perform all actions as required to negotiate land transfers, related easements and Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) program procedures and requirements and report back to the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment for final approval.  As authorized, DPRC has continued to negotiate the land transfers and implement the LAWCON program procedures to help achieve its goal of acquiring and protecting the significant natural resources of Esch Honadel Woods.

To implement these land transfers and easements the County must also receive approvals from the National Park Service (NPS) and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) to convert the restrictions placed on the County property through previous LAWCON funding to the properties being acquired.  The approval by NPS and WDNR is generally based upon a determination that the parcels to be converted have equivalent or greater functional value and monetary value, and are not compromised by significant environmental problems.  The proposed land exchanges would result in the County receiving in excess of 1.5 acres of significant natural area for each acre that it conveys.  Appraisals were commissioned for all involved properties to document their functional and monetary values per LAWCON requirements.  The proposed land exchanges would result in the County receiving properties valued in excess of the value of the lands that it conveys.  Milwaukee County Department of Administrative Services – Environmental Services (DAS) staff have completed a Phase 1 environmental assessment of all parcels proposed to be acquired by the County and found no issues of concern.  With approval by NPS and providing DPRC complies with its conditions, the County will be able to exchange the various properties.

Upon further authorization, DPRC will continue negotiations with the property owners and if successful will execute the required deeds, easements and other documents to acquire or transfer these land rights as appropriate.  Prior to execution, DPRC, DAS, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management will review and approve all documents as required.

Resolution No 11-62 further stated that upon approval by the County Board, the County Executive and County Clerk are authorized to execute the deeds, easements and any other required documents.

Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that the authority to prepare, review, approve, execute and record all documents, and perform all actions as required to grant, execute and implement these land transfers, related easements and LAWCON program procedures and requirements be granted to the Parks Department, the Department of Administrative Services, Corporation Counsel, Risk Management, County Clerk and Register of Deeds.  It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute the deeds, easements and other required documents.
Prepared by: Kevin Haley, Landscape Architect/DPRC

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	Jim Keegan, Chief of Planning and Development
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Attachments:
copy of Resolution No. 11-62
map depicting the Falk Park area and related parcels

cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supervisor Gerry Broderick, Parks, Recreation and Culture Committee Chairman

Supervisor Jason Haas, Parks, Recreation and Culture Committee Vice-Chairman

Supervisor Paul Cesarz, 9th District 

Vince Masterson, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Janelle Jensen, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board

Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
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