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   ) A resolution supporting the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2011, and urging members of the Wisconsin Delegation in the United States Congress to pursue final enactment of this bill during the current Congress
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was enacted as part of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994; and


WHEREAS, the law has offered a comprehensive national approach to reducing domestic and sexual violence against women and the impact these crimes have on the lives of women; and


WHEREAS, VAWA created powerful new criminal and civil enforcement tools to hold perpetrators accountable and to provide resources for victims to ensure their safety and to gain justice on behalf of victims; and


WHEREAS, in Milwaukee County, VAWA funds are used by the District Attorney to support the Domestic Violence and Sensitive Crime Units; and

WHEREAS, specifically, VAWA funding has allowed the District Attorney’s office to hire four domestic violence prosecutors, one sensitive crimes victim advocate, and four contracted victim advocates; and

WHEREAS, VAWA funding was also utilized as a stopgap measure to fund four additional domestic violence prosecutors when previous funding discontinued; and

WHEREAS, the United States Senate recently passed the most recent version of VAWA, S. 1925, the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2011; and

WHEREAS, enactment of the Senate authorizing bill (S. 1925) is essential to directing law enforcement priorities in the coming years, as well as determining the availability of grant resources for these purposes; and

WHEREAS, without these valuable resources, Milwaukee County would not have been able to give victims of violent crime the dedicated attention they deserve; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors supports passage of S. 1925, the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act, and urges Members of Congress representing Milwaukee County to pursue final enactment of this bill during the current Congress; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to the Members of the Wisconsin Delegation in the United States Congress.

